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After walking onto UM’s men’s hockey team, 
concussions ended Kyle Solomon’s career.
His doctor said one more could kill him.
The hit 
that 
changed 
his life 
See Concussions on A3
Jesse Scardina • Sports Editor 
Former University of Maine men’s hockey player Kyle Solomon had to give up the game he loved after a 
number of concussions ended his career.
Closure 
scheduled 
for iconic 
dormitory 
Photo courtesy DFID-UK Development International Development via flickr.com
This child lives in Ethiopia near the Somalia border, where famine has also affected the population. 
The University of Maine’s Muslim Student Association has raised over $4,000 so far in a month-long 
fundraising effort to help raise awareness of this past year’s famine in Somalia. 
Student group raises $4,000 
to combat Somalia famine
See Estabrooke on A4 See Somalia on A4 See Seniors on A4
Extension: Elderly 
program saved 
state $4.6 million
By Beth Kevit
News Editor
When the residents of Esta-
brooke Hall move out in May, 
they will do so knowing they 
are marking a milestone in Uni-
versity of Maine history.
The building, constructed in 
1940 as the women’s dormitory 
and later revamped as a coed 
dorm, will not be available as 
student housing next year, the 
first step in a process planned 
to culminate in 2016 with the 
construction of a new dormi-
tory.
“We’re consolidating our 
current capacity in residence 
halls,” said Dan Sturrup, in-
terim director of Auxiliary Ser-
vices. “There’s almost a 400 
capacity [of empty beds] that 
we aren’t realizing.”
UMaine has beds for 3,661 
students, but only 3,267 were 
filled this year. A combination 
of taking Estabrooke off the list 
of dorms, bringing the number 
from 19 to 18, and of creating 
“premium singles” in Kenne-
bec, Aroostook and York halls 
would bring the number of 
beds available on move-in day 
next fall to 3,383.
“What we’re doing is start-
ing on new phasing for hous-
ing,” Sturrup said. “Because of 
By Jesse Scardina
Sports Editor
All he remembers is the hit.
Kyle Solomon, 24, can’t recall 
the back of his head bouncing off 
the 3-inch ledge that connects the 
ice to the Plexiglas board of the 
University of Maine’s Harold Al-
fond Sports Arena.
He can’t recall seeing the 
dime-sized drops of blood falling 
from the resulting inch-long gash, 
falling into half-dollars as they 
melted the frozen surface.
He didn’t start to shake the 
cobwebs loose until he was in the 
training room.
And the hit? It didn’t even 
count as a concussion.
“I’ve had seven — well, the 
official number’s six,” Solomon 
said. “Because that one against 
[Boston College] was never offi-
cially marked down as a concus-
sion, but it definitely was. When 
you’re seeing stars, it’s probably 
a concussion.
“It was a clean hit. [He] just f-
--ing killed me.”
But the concussion that ended 
his career wasn’t administered by 
a hulking Division I defender out 
for blood. It wasn’t even an oppo-
nent. It wasn’t dramatic, either.
It was a teammate. And it hap-
pened in practice.
The hit
During a game-situation drill 
in early 2010, Solomon left a 
scrum in the corner and built up 
speed along the ice.
Trying to gain momentum, 
Solomon didn’t see 6-foot-3-
inch, 200-pound forward David 
de Kastrozza — who was on his 
team for the drill — skating up 
the ice with the puck and with just 
as much momentum.
De Kastrozza clipped the 
shorter Solomon with his elbow. 
It was a glancing blow to the side 
of his head, but just enough to do 
the job.
“It didn’t knock me uncon-
scious but it gave me a concus-
sion,” Solomon said. “It’s a really 
bad news hit. When that happens, 
you know something’s wrong. 
Nobody should get a concussion 
that easy.”
No stranger to hits, de Kastro-
zza said he has taken the brunt of 
a collision before, resulting in ex-
tended periods of sensitivity.
“I had one in college where I 
couldn’t be around light at all,” he 
said. “I was out of school for two 
weeks. I couldn’t watch TV or 
anything. It can really mess you 
up for the rest of your career.”
De Kastrozza now plays for 
the South Carolina Stingrays in 
the East Coast Hockey League. 
As far as the blow he delivered 
to Solomon, de Kastrozza said 
he didn’t think much of it at the 
time.
“I really don’t think I hit him 
that hard,” de Kastrozza said. “It 
was in practice when I was finish-
ing a check. I don’t know if he 
landed weird or what happened. 
I know it’s pretty common. Right 
after, he kind of fell down and the 
play continued, and obviously he 
was my teammate, I wasn’t trying 
to injure him.
“I’m pretty sure I can speak for 
the guys on that team and say we 
didn’t think that would be the last 
time he was on the ice,” he said.
By Anne Chase
For The Maine Campus
The University of Maine’s 
Muslim Student Association 
has raised over $4,000 so far 
in a month-long effort to raise 
awareness of and help allevi-
ate suffering caused by the past 
year’s famine in Somalia.
The United Nations de-
clares famine when 20 percent 
of a population has fewer than 
2100 kilocalories of food avail-
able per day, when 30 percent 
of children are malnourished 
and when there are two deaths 
per day in every 10,000 people 
caused by lack of food.
The United Nations declared 
famine in Somalia in July 2011. 
The U.N. has not declared fam-
ine since 1991, also in Somalia. 
At the beginning of the month, 
the U.N. said the famine had 
ended but described a situation 
that remained dire.
The MSA will present Proj-
ect Somalia at a fundraising 
event to be held at 4:30 p.m. 
Feb. 20 in Room 100 of Neville 
Hall. News of the event has al-
ready reached some at UMaine, 
according to Nabeel Hashmi, 
MSA president and second-year 
biochemistry and molecular and 
cellular biology student.
Project Somalia began as 
a collaborative effort between 
the MSA and two youth groups. 
They set the goal to raise $1,000 
per group, “a pretty high goal,” 
Nabeel Hashmi said. To achieve 
this goal, the MSA hosted a 
fundraising potluck dinner at 
the Islamic Center of Maine in 
Orono last Friday.
“One of the major hospitals 
became more like a morgue,” 
said Hinai Hashmi, MSA sec-
retary and a first-year micro-
biology and pre-med student. 
“Mothers would come in with 
their children already dead.”
“It’s not like what you see on 
the news,” said Mahad Osman, 
UMaine student and Somalian 
native. “Imagine someone walk-
By Chris Chase
Staff Reporter
The University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension has es-
timated their Senior Compan-
ion Program saved MaineCare 
$4.6 million in a single year.
The estimation, based on 
research done by the Coopera-
tive Extension, is based on data 
from 2010, when 100 “Senior 
Companion” volunteers visited 
500 elderly Maine residents.
The residents targeted 
through the program able to 
stay at home rather than move 
into assisted living facilities, 
the cost of which would fall to 
MaineCare.
“This figure is referenc-
ing MaineCare dollar savings 
per year and is based only on 
Senior Companion Program 
clients surveyed who are 90 
years or older with at least one 
of three specific chronic ill-
nesses,” said Ann Swain, direc-
tor of the Senior Companion 
Program. “Many respondents 
have more than one of the three 
chronic illnesses, live alone in 
their home and described them-
selves as someone who would 
be in a nursing home if it were 
not for their Senior Companion 
visiting.”
The Senior Companion Pro-
gram started in 1981 and in-
volves volunteers over the age 
of 55 who visit older residents 
who have trouble living on 
their own.
Many of the residents have 
children who have moved away 
and spouses who have passed 
away, as well as medical con-
ditions that render them unable 
to travel. The program allows 
them to remain in their own 
homes, which many say drasti-
cally improves their quality of 
life.
One longtime volunteer is 
Venora Cote, a 72-year-old 
Buxton resident who has helped 
roughly 25 people through the 
Senior Companion Program. 
She is currently in her 11th 
year with the program and sees 
no reason to stop.
“It’s a long story,” Cote said 
of her reasons for joining the 
program.
“One of the reasons is my 
mother, who was a Senior 
Companion many years ago,” 
she said. “Also, I was looking 
for something to do that would 
give me a little more income. 
I’m not a ‘sit at home, twiddle 
my thumbs’ kind of person.”
Cote also believes helping 
others is a good way to keep ac-
tive.
“I enjoy doing for others,” 
she said. “Most of my life I’ve 
lived with the concept that 
wherever I am I should try to 
make things a little bit better.”
This philosophy follows Cote 
into her work with the people 
she helps.
“I try to make things a little 
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UM engineering program 
selects Brunswick head
GSS OKs four allocations 
to clubs for event costs
By Brittany Toth
Local Editor
The University of Maine 
Student Government General 
Student Senate made four al-
locations at Tuesday night’s 
meeting.
The Woodsmen’s Team, 
Mock Trial Club, Improv In-
sanity and the Equestrian 
Team all received money to 
help fund trips and events.
The Woodsmen’s Team was 
allocated $2,000 to help cover 
the costs of its home meet next 
month. Club president Jebe-
diah Appleton explained that 
funding for their annual home 
meet is the group’s main con-
cern.
“It’s going to be a pretty 
cool event this year,” Apple-
ton said. “We’re going to raise 
a lot of hype about it and re-
ally make it a big community 
event.”
The Woodsmen’s Team 
has been at the university for 
over 40 years. Bill Green, the 
host of “Bill Green’s Maine,” 
which airs Saturdays on Port-
land-based WCSH 6 and Ban-
gor-based WLBZ 2, will attend 
the meet to film a TV series, 
which Appleton said should 
create hype around the event.
The home meet will take 
place March 31 in the field 
near Nutting Hall. The Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, Unity 
College, Colby College and 
the University of New Bruns-
wick, among other schools, 
are expected to attend.
GSS also allocated $688 
to Improv Insanity, an impro-
visational acting club, to help 
cover travel and hotel costs 
for a trip to Improv Asylum, a 
comedy theater in Boston that 
showcases improv and sketch 
comedy.
The club was originally de-
nied funding last Wednesday 
when they met with the Exec-
utive Budgetary Committee.
Emily Hinkle, a club mem-
ber, said they amended their 
budget and cut their request in 
half after it was denied by the 
EBC.
“When we found out we 
didn’t get the budget, we im-
mediately cut one of the ho-
tels,” she said.
Hinkle said she felt the 
EBC was unimpressed that the 
club was asking for money to 
go see a show.
“I wrote to Improv Asy-
lum,” Hinkle said, “and ex-
plained our situation, and they 
have offered us a [private] 
workshop.”
She explained that the 
workshop was a big deal be-
cause most workshops are 
open to attending the event. 
The private workshop will 
give the club personal train-
ing on improv techniques and 
skills.
“It’s really great to gain 
perspective, especially from a 
group this big,” Hinkle said.
Sen. Ryan Hall, who pro-
posed the motion on the re-
vised budget, said the trip will 
be a positive experience for 
the club.
“There are 15 people going 
on this trip, and it’s only $688. 
I think for that amount, a lot 
of people are going to get a lot 
out of it,” he said.
Sen. Sam Helmke said the 
club’s request was denied at 
first because they originally 
asked for money to spend two 
days at the event, with one of 
the days being optional.
“We didn’t give money 
to another group in the past 
based on the same precedent,” 
Helmke said. “We felt it was 
only fair to deny the funding.”
Although the club doesn’t 
normally pay dues, all mem-
bers who were going on the 
trip will contribute $50 to help 
pay for expenses.
The Mock Trial Club was 
allocated nearly $400 to help 
pay for an event it will attend 
this weekend.
Helmke proposed the mo-
tion of the club’s original re-
quest of $882.19; however, 
Sen. Kristina McTigue thought 
that request was too much and 
taking away the hotel costs 
would be just as fair.
“This didn’t come through 
EBC,” McTigue said. “It’s a 
last-minute thing, and I think 
that $387.44 is kind of a fair 
amount looking at our bud-
get.”
During a period of debate, 
before voting took place on 
McTigue’s newly amended 
amount, Sen. Mark Brunton 
felt that reducing the alloca-
tion was unfair.
“I would rather reduce 
the amount that we give for 
the hotel than take the entire 
amount away,” he said.
Sen. Chris Knoblock agreed 
with Brunton that taking away 
the amount was unfair.
“They found out they got 
their bid Wednesday night 
and EBC [meets] Wednesday 
night,” he said. “This is not 
them trying to circumvent the 
system, they literally couldn’t 
have gone to EBC.”
Knoblock said the club 
was asking for a reasonable 
amount and voted against the 
amendment.
“It you want to do things 
that involve you going away 
or you want to take part in ex-
pensive things on campus, you 
have to be expected to kick in 
some money,” McTigue said in 
response to the disagreement 
with the proposed amendment. 
“I think only paying $45 to go 
to a conference and be able to 
stay somewhere for two nights 
is not a lot of money to kick 
in.”
This fiscal year, the Mock 
Trial Club has already received 
over $1,800 from GSS.
The Equestrian Team was 
allocated just over $1,000 to 
help cover travel costs for its 
spring shows at UNH and the 
University of Vermont.
Woodsmen’s Team receives $2,000 for spring meetBy Claire Carter
Copy Editor
A new integrated-learning program in the Uni-
versity of Maine’s College of Engineering now has a 
director, who will be one of just two faculty members 
teaching 15 students when classes start this fall.
German-born Alex Friess was hired to lead the 
Brunswick Engineering Program, where students 
can complete the first two years of a four-year de-
gree in mechanical, civil, computer or electrical en-
gineering. After two years in Brunswick, students 
then come to Orono or can transfer to the University 
of Southern Maine to finish their degree.
While the subject matter is the same as that 
taught in Orono, the Brunswick program will focus 
on active learning and an integrated curriculum with 
courses combining science, math-
ematics and engineering in a more 
intimate classroom setting.
As Dana Humphrey, dean of the 
College of Engineering, considered 
new ways to attract students to the 
college, he researched different 
programs and discovered the ben-
efits of an integrated curriculum.
He said he learned that in 
“schools that have done the partial 
implementation of integrated cur-
riculum, the students learn the ma-
terial better, they remember it bet-
ter and they persist in the program.
“What we’re actually going 
to have in Brunswick is the most 
complete implementation in the 
country of an integrated engineer-
ing curriculum,” he said.
Friess was hired because of his “incredible engi-
neering experience,” Humphrey said.
Friess has his master’s degree and Ph.D. in aero-
nautical engineering and was on the design team 
for South Africa’s challenger in the 2007 America’s 
Cup, an international yacht race.
“That’s very nontraditional, but it takes real engi-
neering to make something like that happen,” Hum-
phrey said of Friess’ boat design work. “I think the 
students are really going to love Alex as a teacher.”
Friess will design the innovative engineering cur-
riculum and also teach courses to the program’s first 
incoming class. A second faculty member will be 
hired before the fall semester starts, and more may 
be added over time as the program grows.
Because of the small class sizes, the Brunswick 
Program will appeal to “a different type of student 
… a student who might not flourish in a traditional 
classroom environment where you’re taking these 
boxes, these courses and then you take an exam at 
the end,” Humphrey said.
He said the program could attract a variety of 
students, from those who just graduated high school 
or entered the working world to transfer students or 
veterans looking for opportunities to enter the field 
of engineering.
Because some of the courses will cover several 
subject areas, those classes will be worth from six to 
10 credits each, Humphrey said.
“The way we normally teach engineering is stu-
dents take four or five math courses, two courses in 
physics and quite a number of engineering courses, 
but they’re all separate courses,” he said. 
With an integrated curriculum, “the students, in 
the same course, learn math, immediately apply it 
in physics and apply it in engineering,” Humphrey 
explained. “That way students get the connection 
between the math, the science and the engineering 
all in one.”
Classes that use math and science as tools to solve 
real-world engineering problems 
will be more valuable to some stu-
dents, according to Humphrey.
“If you’ve ever had the experi-
ence in a math course where they 
taught you something and it’s 
like, ‘Why in the heck did I have 
to learn that?’ Well, we’re going 
to answer that right in the same 
class,” he said.
Humphrey thinks the Bruns-
wick Program will prepare stu-
dents more for the last two years of 
a UMaine engineering education, 
which shifts focus from lectures 
and exams to large-scale, group-
based projects.  
“These Brunswick students will 
have already been working in these 
nice, small, compact groups, [so] 
they’re going to come up here, and I think they’re 
actually going to be better prepared than our stu-
dents [already in Orono],” he said.
Humphrey said Maine needs more engineering 
graduates, as the state currently ranks 49th in the 
country in per capita production of engineers ac-
cording to data collected by consulting firm Engi-
neering Trends.
“We’re trying to provide more pathways for 
students to be able to enter engineering in Maine,” 
Humphrey said. “I was also looking for a way to 
have engineering be more available to students in 
the Greater Brunswick area. We needed a physical 
presence there in order to make it happen.”
The program will be located in the Maine Ad-
vanced Technology and Engineering Center at the 
Brunswick Landing, formally the Brunswick Naval 
Air Station base, which closed in the summer of 
2011.
The Brunswick Landing will also be home to 
Southern Maine Community College’s Midcoast 
Campus, which is currently under renovations and 
will officially open for students this fall.
“If you’ve ever had the 
experience in a math 
course where they 
taught you something 
and it’s like, ‘Why in 
the heck did I have to 
learn that?’ Well, we’re 
going to answer that 
right in the same class.”
Dana  Humphrey
Dean 
College of Engineering
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Cupid  
on campus: 
Love in 
the Union
Students find time for love 
on busy Valentine’s Day 
File photo
Kyle Solomon controls the puck in the University of Maine men’s 
hockey team’s 2009-10 home opener against Michigan State 
University. That was the last season Solomon played for UMaine. 
In early 2010, an accidental hit from a teammate in practice and a 
history of concussions ended his career. 
Concussions
from A1
‘The ones I look for’
As head athletic trainer Paul 
Culina sat in the Alfond stands last 
week explaining the university’s 
concussion protocol in detail, he 
often spoke haltingly, eyes trained 
on practicing players.
“Those are the ones I look for 
right there,” he said after what 
seemed to be a routine hockey 
play, the danger of it invisible to 
the untrained eye.
“That wasn’t a hard hit. This is 
where I watch a kid, and now he’s 
back in [the play], but it took him 
a second to get back into it. He’s 
someone I’m going to talk to.”
Collisions like the one Culina 
witnessed in practice are similar 
to the hit that ended Solomon’s 
playing days. It’s those impacts 
that need more attention, accord-
ing to the trainer.
“A lot of times concussions 
don’t come from the violent, vio-
lent blow,” Culina said. “No hel-
met is going to prevent concus-
sions. I don’t care what you do. 
Most of the time it’s the glancing 
hit to the side of the head.”
The hit Solomon took in prac-
tice occurred on a Tuesday. After 
a week passed with no sign of 
his symptoms slowing down, he 
sought out a specialist.
“The team handled it like an-
other concussion, but I knew I 
shouldn’t have gotten a concus-
sion that easily,” Solomon said. 
“My dad told me I should see a 
doctor. My buddy had concus-
sions that ended his career, and 
he saw [Dr. Robert] Cantu from 
Boston.”
Cantu is one of the leading spe-
cialists in sports medicine. Cantu 
has testified in congressional hear-
ings on the NFL and concussions, 
and has appeared on multiple 
media outlets and programs to 
discuss the topic, including a CBS 
“60 Minutes” special on head in-
juries in football.
“[Cantu] saw me once. I came 
back up here and went down for 
a follow-up, and he’d done some 
tests on me and said, ‘You prob-
ably shouldn’t play anymore,’” 
Solomon said. “I saw it coming.
“He basically said another 
concussion could kill me.”
The toughest conversation
When Solomon was recruited 
as a walk-on by the University 
of Maine, he was all too familiar 
with the symptoms of a concus-
sion. His new coach wasn’t.
“Unfortunately, we weren’t 
really aware of those,” said 
UMaine men’s hockey coach 
Tim Whitehead of Solomon’s 
past injuries. “Once he talked 
to us about his previous concus-
sions, that’s what changed the 
discussion. We were like, ‘Wow, 
OK.’ I’m proud he did talk to 
us about those concussions, be-
cause he had a couple with us, so 
we were already wary.”
After gaining knowledge of 
Solomon’s previous injuries, 
Whitehead said it became a 
“slam-dunk decision” to have 
the Long Island native hang up 
his skates. However, that didn’t 
make it any easier for Whitehead 
when he sat down with Solomon 
for that tete-a-tete.
“That was one of the tough-
est conversations I’ve ever had 
with a player — and I’ve had 
a lot of them,” Whitehead said. 
“You know it’s the right thing to 
do, but it’s not what your heart 
wants.”
Solomon, who has played 
hockey since age 5, received his 
first concussion around the same 
time he started to take hockey se-
riously, eight years later.
“You play competitive-
enough hockey from a young 
age, you’re going to get concus-
sions,” he said. “I had the most 
of them in juniors.”
“Juniors” refers to Solomon’s 
time playing for the Boston Ju-
nior Bruins for the Eastern Junior 
Hockey League.
The discovery of previous in-
juries at the college level is all too 
common, according to Culina.
“All of our student athletes are 
required to fill out a health-history 
questionnaire, and it’s cumber-
some — 11 pages,” he said. “We 
go in-depth asking about con-
cussions and concussion history. 
Anything that happened before 
they get here is self-report.
“We’ve had a number of cases 
where it’s not reported, and we 
question [the athletes] and they 
say, ‘No, no, I’m fine,’ and they 
try to conceal their past, but after 
a couple injuries, they may say 
they’ve had that problem [be-
fore],” Culina said.
After the decision was made, 
Solomon said he “was a mess for 
a little while.”
The game he loved for over 
15 years was taken from him. He 
wasn’t sure how to fill the void, 
especially since he was still en-
rolled at UMaine.
“My uncle died when he was 
in his 20s, and my mother told me 
that my grandmother couldn’t go 
into his bedroom for a long time,” 
Solomon said. “Even going past 
a hockey rink is like going [into 
that] bedroom.
“I still go in every entrance but 
the Alfond entrance to campus.”
‘Time heals all’
But Solomon has been able to 
move on from competitive hock-
ey. He has stepped back onto the 
ice, but only recreationally.
“I’ve played pond hockey with 
my brother and with some friends 
in their backyard pond,” he said. 
“My friends signed me up for 
a tournament even though they 
can’t skate.”
Although Solomon has been 
able to move on, concussions 
continue to be a significant talking 
point in sports — although not as 
much as they should be, accord-
ing to some.
Whitehead, who’s also on the 
NCAA Ice Hockey Rules Com-
mittee, urges more discussion 
about contact to the head at all 
levels of hockey. The committee 
meets regularly to discuss what 
needs to be addressed to protect 
athletes’ safety.
“You’ve got everyone at ev-
ery level talking about it, thinking 
about how it impacts our sport,” 
Whitehead said.
“I spend most of my time in 
those meetings refocusing people 
away from other topics of discus-
sion like hooking, holding or em-
bellishment and say, ‘This is not 
the problem, guys,’ ” he contin-
ued. “The problem with the game 
right now, at all levels, is there’s 
too much contact to the head.”
While you can never take all 
of the contact out of hockey, Cu-
lina said there needs to be a better 
understanding at each level of the 
game.
“One of the things that scare 
me right now is the overall lack 
of knowledge amongst coaches, 
parents and even some medical 
professionals in terms of how to 
properly deal with a concussion,” 
he said. “Sometimes a kid will go 
to the emergency room or see a 
doctor, and he or she will say to sit 
out a week and that’s it. Anybody 
who has ever given that advice 
— it’s scary.”
As for Solomon, he’s gotten 
used to life away from the ice, 
mentioning that at times it’s still 
tough, but “time heals all.”
All it won’t heal is that scar on 
the back of his head. He’ll have 
that forever.
By Paul Perkins 
Photojournalist
Top and upper right: Jordan Stolt, left, and Chris Rowe, right, 
spend some time together at the Memorial Union. Stolt is a second-
year political science student and Roe is a second-year business 
management student. The couple has been together for a little over 
a year.
“He told me that he loves me every day so he doesn’t express his 
love on [only] one day,” said Stolt, smiling.
Left: Lance Brown, left, a third-year political science student 
and Katie Brochu, a psychology and philosophy student, walk to-
gether on Valentine’s Day. The couple has been together for more 
than seven months.
“I like candy,” said Brochu, laughing. “I like exchanging gifts, 
but I think it should be something you do throughout the year and 
not just one day.”
Lower right: Gabriel Bonitter, left, a fourth-year social work 
student, and Wally McWilliams, right, a fourth-year sociology stu-
dent, share a moment at the Memorial Union.
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the economy, it’s hit a bit sooner 
than expected.”
A strategic plan provided by 
Sturrup outlines three issues 
the university hopes to address 
in relation to student housing. 
Declining enrollment, outdated 
room options and increased de-
sire for suite-style options, and 
concerns about the affordability 
of any new residence hall are 
listed.
“We certainly 
know our cur-
rent options are 
outdated and not 
as desirable” as 
suite-style apart-
ments in Edith 
Patch Hall and 
Doris Twitchell 
Allen Village, 
Sturrup said. 
“We anticipate 
that will be what 
our new resi-
dence hall will be 
as well.
“We’re go-
ing to offer ‘pre-
mium singles,’ and these will 
be in rooms that initially were 
doubles,” he added.
The premium singles will 
feature 30 percent more floor 
space than traditional singles 
and will come with a double 
bed, an easy chair and two bu-
reaus, among other amenities.
Sturrup expects students who 
select a premium single will be 
charged $229 more than normal 
single rates. These changes are 
expected to bring the number of 
available single rooms on cam-
pus from 387 now to 401 next 
fall, 120 of which are expected 
to be premiums.
“If it’s not received well, 
then certainly we’ll make ad-
justments,” he said.
Sturrup met with approxi-
mately 40 of Estabrooke’s 147 
current residents 
on Monday to talk 
about the changes. 
He said reception 
wasn’t negative 
overall but one 
person seemed 
annoyed that the 
dorm wouldn’t 
be available next 
fall.
“Estabrooke’s 
obviously a great 
building,” Stur-
rup said. “It’s got 
some charm.”
According to 
Janet Waldron, 
UMaine’s vice president for Ad-
ministration and Finance, and 
Elaine Clark, UMaine’s director 
of Facilities Management, Real 
Estate and Planning, the first 
floor of Estabrooke will house 
office space for the Honors Col-
lege and the Research in STEM 
Education Center and an “active 
learning classroom.”
Clark said the university is 
working to hire a designer for 
the project, and feedback from 
Orono code enforcement about 
the proposed changes has been 
positive.
The active learning class-
room will be tested next fall 
and is not tied to any depart-
ment, so students from mul-
tiple disciplines will be able to 
use it.
“The whole concept is to 
increase the critical thinking 
abilities of students,” Waldron 
said, adding faculty will be so-
licited to provide 
feedback on the 
new setup. “If 
they do, and the 
students like it, 
then the idea is 
to replicate this 
across campus.”
Clark de-
scribed the ben-
efits of the class-
room, saying the 
small worksta-
tions at round ta-
bles and comput-
ers connected to a 
central screen are 
expected to fos-
ter better collaboration among 
students than the traditional 
lecture hall experience.
“They’re not as actively in-
volved [in lecture halls] as this 
model is advancing,” Clark 
said. “At any point, their work 
can be displayed on larger 
screens [in the new class-
room].”
The classroom will be 
housed in Estabrooke’s main 
ballroom. Offices for the RISE 
Center will be at the end of the 
building closer to College Av-
enue, and offices for the Hon-
ors College will be at the end 
of the building closer to Colvin 
Hall, which already houses the 
college.
Waldron was not sure what 
the upper floors of Estabrooke 
will be used for.
“It’s too early 
to tell,” she said. 
“We haven’t 
decided what’s 
going back into 
Estabrooke.
“We’re in-
tending that con-
struction would 
be done over the 
summer,” she 
added.
C o n s t r u c -
tion costs are 
not finalized but 
are expected 
to fall between 
$700,000 and 
$800,000.
“It really has proven more 
cost-effective to build new 
residence halls” than renovate 
existing ones, Sturrup said.
He said the new dorm will 
likely be built in the same area 
of campus as Estabrooke, but 
the exact location hasn’t been 
identified.
By Beth Kevit
News Editor
Unprotected Protegé
The University of Maine 
Police Department received a 
report of criminal mischief in 
the Hilltop parking lot at 11:40 
a.m. Feb. 9. The driver’s side 
window of a red Mazda Pro-
tegé left in the lot from 4 p.m. 
Feb. 8 to the time of the report 
was broken out. Nothing was 
stolen. A replacement window 
is estimated to cost $100.
Unwelcome guests
UMPD officers on foot pa-
trol in the Steam Plant park-
ing lot at 1:05 a.m. Feb. 11 
saw individuals drinking as 
they got into a car. The of-
ficers reported they chased 
down the car as it attempted 
to leave the lot and found six 
underage individuals, who 
are not UMaine students, in 
the car. They said they were 
on campus to attend a party at 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fra-
ternity house.
Officers confiscated eight 
full bottles of Bud Light beer 
and a backpack containing 
several bottles of liquor. The 
driver, Joshua Prue, 19, of 
Wales, was summonsed for 
illegal transportation of li-
quor by a minor. Emily Kies-
man, 19, of Winterport; Ja-
son Pierce, 20, of Amesbury, 
Mass.; and Bryton York, 19, 
of China, were summonsed 
for possession of alcohol by 
a minor. Two other females 
were in the car, but they had 
not been drinking.
Over the weed limit
A UMPD officer on patrol 
noticed a vehicle driving er-
ratically near the intersection 
of College Avenue and Sebec 
Road at 12:05 a.m. Feb. 12. 
The officer stopped the ve-
hicle, and reported the odor 
of marijuana was noticeable 
when he approached. The 
driver consented to a search of 
the vehicle, which turned up a 
backpack containing a beer, 
marijuana and a marijuana 
pipe. Tash McIntyre-Dough-
ty, 20, and his two passengers 
admitted to smoking mari-
juana earlier in the evening. 
McIntyre-Doughty was sum-
monsed for sale or use of drug 
paraphernalia and referred to 
Judicial Affairs.
Tipsy trio
UMPD received a report 
of underage drinking in a sec-
ond-floor room in Somerset 
Hall at 12:53 a.m. Feb. 12. An 
officer reported finding three 
underage females in the room, 
who admitted to drinking. A 
partially filled bottle of vod-
ka was confiscated. Kathryn 
Struck, 18, was summonsed 
for possession of alcohol by a 
minor. All three were referred 
to Judicial Affairs.
Stagger or swagger?
UMPD received a report of 
a 23-year-old male walking by 
Coburn Hall who appeared to 
be ill at 1:55 a.m. Feb. 11. Of-
ficers located him, and he was 
evaluated by the University 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, 
which determined he was in-
toxicated. UVAC transported 
him for medical treatment.
Risky hood ornament
A UMPD officer on foot 
patrol in the Steam Plant 
parking lot at 12:23 a.m. Feb. 
11 saw an individual place 
an open beer can on a parked 
car. The officer approached 
and learned the individual 
was 19 years old. He admit-
ted to drinking several beers 
and was referred to Judicial 
Affairs.
Dry display
A UMPD officer on foot 
patrol on the second floor of 
Androscoggin Hall at 11:03 
p.m. Feb. 11 heard excessive 
noise coming from a room 
and knocked on the door. A 
male resident of the room had 
unopened cans of beer on a 
dresser in plain view but had 
not been drinking. The beer 
was confiscated, and he was 
referred to Judicial Affairs.
Ghost roach
UMPD received a report 
of the odor of marijuana com-
ing from a second-floor room 
in Oxford Hall at 11:18 p.m. 
Feb.11. An officer located the 
room and knocked, but there 
was no answer. The room’s 
resident was referred to Judi-
cial Affairs.
Mommy misdial
The mother of a student 
called UMPD at 3:25 a.m. 
Feb. 12 to report that she had 
received a phone call from 
her 18-year-old son in which 
he was yelling and scream-
ing. She assumed he was in-
volved in a fight. Officers 
located the student in his 
fourth-floor room in Oxford 
Hall and learned he had in-
advertently called his mother 
while his phone was in his 
pocket. Police said he had 
been out drinking earlier in 
the evening, and the yelling 
his mother heard was part of 
a conversation he was having 
with his roommate, who was 
attempting to calm him down. 
The individual was referred 
to Judicial Affairs.
Police 
Beat
The best from 
UMaine’s finest
bit better for whoever I’m 
with,” she said.
Cote said the Senior Com-
panion Program is important 
because many who volunteer 
to help in other programs are 
younger and can’t connect with 
the older residents.
“It’s kind of a different lan-
guage between someone nearer 
your age,” Cote said. “I think 
some of the younger caretak-
ers don’t comprehend some of 
the difficulties old people can 
have.”
How each person reacts to 
the Senior Companions is dif-
ferent, but at least in Cote’s 
case, the response has been 
gratitude.
“Everybody has a different 
setup,” Cote said. “Sometimes 
we just go and talk and have a 
cup of tea or coffee.”
Some Senior Companions 
make daily visits, while others 
might see their residents only 
once a week.
“Senior Companions are 
predominantly low-income and 
receive a small stipend for their 
volunteering, as well as lim-
ited mileage reimbursement,” 
Swain said. “The income vol-
unteers receive is non-taxed 
and does not affect any other 
subsidies they may receive.”
The program was the first 
of its kind east of the Missis-
sippi River and currently has 
112 companions serving 500 
residents across the state. It is 
funded by a mixture of feder-
al, state and local funds, all of 
which provide the stipends for 
the Senior Companions.
“We do have some volun-
teers who are non-stipend,” 
Swain added.
Currently, the funding for 
the Senior Companion Program 
is intact but with signs of po-
tential trouble on the horizon.
The nationwide program was 
a target of a proposed version 
of the 2011 federal budget that 
would have entirely cut its fed-
eral funding. That version did 
not pass. Swain said that would 
have left many Maine residents 
with no choice but to move into 
an assisted living center, drain-
ing MaineCare funds.
“The [U.S.] House [of Rep-
resentatives] and Senate will 
continue to look at programs 
that ‘fund’ volunteering,” 
Swain said. “And we will con-
tinue to plead our case for ex-
istence.”
Seniors
from A1
Estabrooke
from A1
ing 50 miles to get water.”
After a 30-minute presenta-
tion on the problems facing So-
malia, the MSA had raised four 
times the $1,000 it had hoped 
for.
“No matter how little they 
gave, they did their part,” Na-
beel Hashmi said. With that 
money, the group will be able 
to provide water to 200 families 
for one month.
“Water is symbolic of life. It 
provides hope,” said MSA Vice 
President Abdulraheem Sbayi.
There are two rivers in Soma-
lia that provide all of the water 
for the country. Both rivers are 
located in the southern portion 
of the country. There is a high 
cost to get water to the people 
of Somalia. The driver must 
be compensated, and fuel must 
be purchased for the truck, the 
group said.
“Most of this aid is going to 
the children,” Nabeel Hashmi 
said.
The MSA is working with 
the Humanitarian African Re-
lief Organization to help the 
people of Somalia. HARO is a 
“100 percent” nonprofit orga-
nization, so the group expects 
100 percent of the money they 
raise will go toward getting wa-
ter to families in comparison to 
money funneled through other 
organizations that must cover 
administrative costs.
Said Ibrahim, a third-year 
social work student and imam 
of the ICMO, knows the presi-
dent of HARO personally. Their 
relationship has allowed the 
MSA to talk directly to the per-
son in charge rather than using 
a middleman to relay messages 
back and forth.
HARO partners with the 
World Assembly of Muslim 
Youth to help provide basic ne-
cessities, such as food and wa-
ter, to Somalians living in refu-
gee camps.
“They divide and conquer,” 
Sbayi said.
Initially the group considered 
working with another larger 
aid organization. They decided 
working with HARO would be 
more effective for their goals 
because their assistance would 
be fast and localized.
Though the famine has been 
declared over, the MSA believes 
recovery is a longer and more 
difficult process.
“We want to show support 
even if it’s no longer in the 
news,” said Hashim Abdi, a 
fourth-year zoology student.
Somalia
from A1
“We’re going to 
offer ‘premium 
singles,’ and these 
will be in rooms 
that initially 
were doubles.”
Dan Sturrup
Interim director 
Auxiliary Services
“The whole concept 
is to increase the 
critical thinking 
abilities of students.”
Janet Waldron
Vice president for 
administration and 
finance 
Taking a chance
The University of Maine Sys-
tem’s new chancellor will be an-
nounced at a Thursday meeting 
of the board of trustees’ execu-
tive committee on the University 
of Southern Maine’s Portland 
campus.
The three finalists for the 
position are Meredith Hay, spe-
cial adviser to the chair of the 
Arizona Board of Regents for 
Strategic Initiatives; James Page, 
CEO of the James W. Sewall Co. 
in Old Town and Rebecca Wyke, 
vice chancellor for finance and 
administration at the system. The 
selected candidate will replace 
current Chancellor Richard Pat-
tenaude, who has announced 
he’ll be leaving the position in 
June to teach at USM.
Check mainecampus.com on 
Thursday morning for the story.
PIKE on bikes
The University of Maine 
chapter of fraternity Pi Kappa 
Alpha is holding the Taylor 
Trudeau Cycle for Life at the 
New Balance Student Fitness 
and Recreation Center on Sat-
urday from 10:30 a.m. 9 p.m. 
In a press release, Inter-
fraternity Council spokesman 
Jacky Deng said the event con-
sists of a series of stationary 
bikes in which people donate 
$10 to ride stationary bikes for 
30 minutes at a time. The event 
raised $2,275 last year and the 
fraternity hopes to “at least dou-
ble if not triple this year’s dollar 
amount raised,” Deng said. All 
proceeds donated go to research 
on leukemia and lymphoma.
Deng said sponsors of the 
event include Day’s Jewelers, 
Longhorn, Applebees, UMaine 
Athletics, Bear Necessities, 
Pampered & Polished Nail 
Care, Orono House of Pizza, 
The Laundry Basket & Tanning, 
University Credit Union, and 
Old Town Canoe. Prizes will be 
given out every 30 minutes and 
the grand prize is a kayak from 
Old Town Canoe.
Budget briefing
An announcement on the 
University of Maine’s First-
Class system said President 
Paul Ferguson, Provost Su-
san Hunter, and Director of 
Budget and Business Services 
Claire Strickland will join Vice 
President for Administration 
and Finance Janet Waldron in 
presenting the University of 
Maine’s budget for the 2013 
fiscal year on Thursday, March 
22, from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. and 
again at 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
The identical presentations 
will be held in Room 1 of the 
Wells Conference Center and 
will provide preliminary infor-
mation about the budget. The 
meeting is public.
University of 
Maine Briefs
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Hark a Vagrant                                                 By Kate Beaton
D i v e r s i o n s
Across
1- Chuck; 
5- Yo!; 
8- Salinger girl; 
12- I smell ___!; 
13- Hue; 
15- Chilled; 
16- Antitoxins; 
17- Japanese 
poem; 
18- Foot covering; 
19- Small pieces; 
22- Have; 
23- Attention; 
24- Othello vil-
lain; 
26- Flock leader; 
29- Historical 
records; 
31- Actor Beatty; 
32- Noise; 
34- Wood nymph; 
36- Humorist 
Bombeck; 
38- Chaplin per-
sona; 
40- Directed; 
41- Smells; 
43- ___ Irish Rose; 
45- 17th letter of 
the Greek alpha-
bet; 
46- Unwind; 
48- Place of con-
tentment; 
50- Golfer Aoki; 
51- El ___; 
52- Balderdash; 
54- Ignoramus; 
61- Single entity; 
63- Pertaining to 
the small intestine; 
64- First name in 
stunts; 
65- Sgts., e.g.; 
66- Office person; 
67- Network of 
nerves; 
68- Basic unit of 
heredity; 
69- At all; 
70- “___ quam 
videri” (North 
Carolina’s motto);
Down
1- Soviet news 
service; 
2- City near Provo; 
3- Delhi wrap; 
4- Declares; 
5- Rime; 
6- “Night” author 
Wiesel; 
7- Symbol of 
slavery; 
8- Frozen Wasser; 
9- School play-
ground; 
10- Cat call; 
11- Biblical gar-
den; 
13- Cigar; 
14- Argument; 
20- Panama and 
bowler; 
21- Quartz grains; 
25- Clothes; 
26- Lost in Paris?; 
27- Gentle reproof; 
28- Bucolic; 
29- Mingle with 
something else; 
30- Hindu ascetic; 
31- “The Matrix” 
hero; 
33- Apprehend; 
35- ___ gratias; 
37- Parentheses, 
essentially; 
39- Male of the 
peafowl; 
42- Saturate; 
44- Agitated state; 
47- Grecian archi-
tectural style; 
49- Cling; 
52- Ladder step; 
53- A single time; 
55- Earthen pot; 
56- “Pure Guava” 
band; 
57- Not any; 
58- Folk singer 
Burl; 
59- Devices for 
fishing; 
60- Elation; 
62- Half a fly; 
•  Each row must have 
numbers 1 - 9 in any order 
but each digit can only 
appear once.
•  Each column must have 
numbers 1 - 9 in any order 
but each digit can only 
appear once.
•  Each 3x3 box must have 
numbers 1 - 9 in any order 
but each digit can only 
appear once.
There is only one 
correct answer.
Difficulty level: Easy
Aries - March 21 to April 20 -   Romantic opportunities are 
evident. You will earn recognition for the work you are doing. 
Only offer to do the things you have time for. 
Taurus - April 21 to May 21 - You can make extra money. 
Rewards will be yours if you put in the overtime required. 
Pamper yourself this week. Your efforts won’t go unnoticed; 
however, someone you work with may get jealous.
Gemini - May 22 to June 21- You will get upset over trivial 
matters. Don’t be too quick to voice your opinion. Listen to 
others carefully. Put some energy into getting back into shape. 
Listen to reason.
Cancer - June 22 to July 22 - You will have a greater involve-
ment in groups; however, they may not be to your advantage. 
You can make a big difference to children if you are under-
standing of the difficulties they are experiencing.
Leo - July 23 to Aug. 22 - Raise your self esteem and your 
confidence if you want to get back into the mainstream again. 
You will feel the limitations if you have been overdoing it.
Virgo - Aug. 23 to Sept. 23 -  Minor accidents could cause 
trauma and major setbacks. You don’t like confrontations at 
the best of times; however, you may find them difficult to 
avoid.
Libra - Sept. 24 to Oct. 23 -Take things slowly, especially 
for the sake of those you love. Coworkers may not be on your 
side. Minor fevers or infections will develop if you’re over-
stressed. Don’t blame others for your own stubbornness. 
Scorpio - Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 -  Use your obvious talent to 
work with detail and you can come up with something great. 
Look into making changes to your personal papers and don’t 
neglect those bills that have been piling up.
Sagittarius - Nov. 23 to Dec. 21 - You must try to help. You 
need time to rejuvenate. Be prepared to make compensations 
and adjustments. 
Capricorn - Dec 22. to Jan. 20 - Don’t expect the whole fam-
ily to be overjoyed. Try to be a bit more understanding or you 
may end up spending the evening alone. Direct your energy 
into physical entertainment.
 
Aquarius - Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 - You’re best to avoid disputes. 
Take care of chores that have been hanging over your head. 
Residential moves should be considered carefully. You’ll find 
it easy to charm members of the opposite sex this week. 
Pisces - Feb. 20 to March 20 - Your temper may get the bet-
ter of you if a colleague has tried to ruin your reputation. Your 
nerves are frazzled. You may want to sign up for lectures or 
courses that will bring you mental stimulation.
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Sudoku puzzles provided by sudoku.name. Used with permission.
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell a hidden message.
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Madame 
MysterioALMOND JOYBABY RUTH
BAZOOKA GUM
BOTTLECAPS
BUBBLE YUM
BUTTERFINGERS
CANDY NECKLACE
CHICLETS
CHUCKLES
CLARK BAR
COFFEE CRISP  
CRACKER JACK
DUBBLE BUBBLE
GOOBERS
GUMMI BEARS
HERSHEY KISSES
HUBBA BUBBA GUM
JAW BREAKERS
JUJUBES
KIT KAT
LEMON DROPS
LICORICE PIPE
LIFESAVERS
LOLLIPOPS
MILK DUDS
MILKY WAY
MOUNDS
NECCO WAFERS
OH HENRY
PEPPERMINT PATTY
PEZ
POP ROCKS
PUMPKIN SEEDS
RED HOTS
SEN-SEN
SLO-POKES
SMARTIES
SOUR BALLS
SPEARMINT LEAVES
SWEETARTS
TOOTSIE ROLLS
TWIX
TWIZZLERS
WAX LIPS 
I want candy...
Madame is taking anger management classes this week. 
These horoscopes are courtesy of astrology-online.com
Opinion  
                 
The attitudes and views expressed in the opinion section are those of their authors only and do 
not necessarily represent the views of The Maine Campus or its staff. 
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Senior companions 
cut above the rest, 
save Maine millions
This ‘bro’s’ life
It’s great being a bro.
For those of you who don’t know me, 
I’ve been creating memes over the past 
couple of weeks on Facebook, entertain-
ing some of my fellow bros, and causing 
others to cry in despair.
I’m a big fan of Greek life here at the 
University of Maine, mainly because I 
am near the top of an imaginary strata-
level of awesomeness, rivaled only by 
hockey players.
It’s deserved. I spend my free time go-
ing to Sun Tan City, hitting up the weight 
room while wearing a ripped tank and 
flirting with freshmen females in Oxford 
Hall.
The weekends are the best. I invite all 
the non-fraternity peasants to my Greek 
estate, rejecting those who aren’t accom-
panied by the female gender. If a peasant 
decides to bring an attractive female, I 
will humor myself by only allowing her 
into my castle, leaving the counterpart in 
my dust-covered courtyard. I am quite lit-
erally the king of the castle.
Surely, life cannot get any better.
These five years of college are what I 
will remember as “the good old days.” In 
fact, when I am old and rich, I may donate 
my excess earnings to build a Mother Of 
All Bathrooms (MOAB) in my fraternity 
house, complete with granite countertops 
and beautiful stainless steel fixtures.
It’s not all fun and games, though. Be-
ing a bro can be tough.
When was the last time you had to 
wait for free tanning coupons to bronze 
your body? Or how about the last time 
you survived off Natty Light, when in re-
ality, your taste buds yearned for a tasty 
microbrew?
To be blunt, I am not sure if I would 
survive without 20-cent wing nights at 
The Roost.
The life of a bro is filled with constant 
hookups and major hardships at the same 
time. It’s difficult to imagine the fright 
that grips my heart as I confront a police 
officer approaching my estate, while I 
hide hundreds of peasants in my cramped 
basement. The entire brotherhood is trust-
ing my judgment and if I let them down, 
all will be lost. Word of this encounter 
will travel like wildfire, and we will no 
longer be the “rage house.”
You see, Greek life exists to serve me. 
It’s just that simple.
This pattern of thought is probably not 
what the fraternity founders intended, 
but times change. I did my community 
service for the month and, therefore, I 
should be able to clutch the reigns of this 
campus.
I mean, I wear letters after all.
UMaine Bro
This student’s life: Smoke-free as it 
should be
Simply because something is legal 
doesn’t denote it is less harmful than 
something illegal, such as smoking mari-
juana. 
Alcohol has proven the more sinister 
drug over marijuana, yet it is the legal 
one.
Approximately 70 chemicals in ciga-
rette smoke are known carcinogens, or 
cancer-causing agents, and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention have 
estimated that 46,000 premature deaths 
from heart disease are caused by second-
hand smoke, which is also responsible 
for 3,000 deaths from lung cancer in a 
single year.
Furthermore, the CDC states that even 
“brief secondhand smoke exposure can 
damage cells in a way that set the cancer 
process in motion.”
This policy has to do with people’s 
health, and 648 colleges nationwide are 
on board with similar policies, with the 
backing of medical professionals and 
public health officials alike — people 
who actually understand the health im-
plications. And yet, supposedly this is not 
worthy of administrative attention.
UMaine student
Responding to “Editorial: Tobac-
co-Free Campus Initiative goes up in 
smoke,” Feb. 13, 2012
This president’s life: Obama’s help-
ing hand gets slapped by bishops
Obama quickly extended a hand to the 
bishops and offered a perfectly acceptable 
accommodation, and they’ve slapped his 
hand away.  
This is the same behavior we’ve seen 
time and time again with Obama. He is 
constantly offering compromises, accom-
modations, changes, exchanges, etc. and 
constantly he’s turned down.
In the end, this doesn’t make him 
weak; it lets us know he’s the adult in the 
room and nobody else, including these 
Bishops, cares about the issues they’re 
squawking on behalf of — they’re more 
interested in scoring petty political points 
on the man. They’re still harping on an 
issue that has been cured and they’re still 
silent on much broader and important is-
sues — that’s telling.
fwteagles
Responding to “Op-ed: Contraception 
crucifixion by bishops a harebrained ma-
neuver,” Feb. 13, 2012
This sports fan’s life: GSU sports-
manship a beacon on and off field
What a great article. 
Sports today needs more sportsman-
ship. We often forget the way we were 
treated is often remembered much longer 
than the score on the board at the end of 
regulation. 
Following Georgia Southern Univer-
sity football is my hobby, and I made ev-
ery game last year. As far as away games 
go, I’ve never met nicer, more hospitable 
fans than in Fargo, N.C. — that may be 
because I haven’t visited Maine yet.
Those folks rolled out the red carpet 
for the few of us who made the trip. They 
know football, they know fellowship and 
they know how to tailgate. 
Next time you’re in Statesboro, come 
through the booster lot. Ignore any rude 
remarks from the student who drank too 
much and wanted to show off for his 
friends, and find a tailgate of adults who 
will feed you some of the finest tailgate 
fare you can imagine, talk a little football 
and offer a beverage.
GATA EAGLES!
Responding to “Op-ed: Competitive 
spirit mustn’t wane at hospitality’s ex-
pense,” Feb. 13, 2012
EDITOrIAL
The buddy system has always been a successful endeavor.Lost in the woods? A buddy will know. Nature is mak-ing her obnoxious call during the most arduous and incon-
venient portion of a hike? There’s a buddy for that, too.
Whether on an office coffee run, a Mormon missionary circuit, 
out for a night on the town, performing in couples ice dance or at-
tempting to pick up attractive members of the human race at pub-
lic venues, it’s considerably more buoyant to have a wingman.
And as the University of Maine Cooperative Extension can 
attest, a crony can also save the state a boatload of cash in a single 
swoop.
Research conducted by the Extension regarding the Senior 
Companion Program — which has senior volunteers partner with 
other older locals to prevent them from having to enlist in a nurs-
ing home or assisted living facility — found that the campaign 
saved MaineCare $4.6 million in just one year’s time.
During a period in Maine’s history when fights over the Maine 
Department of Health and Human Services $220 million gap 
seem to scissor their way into the Blaine House blather daily, a 
method to save state funds that doesn’t involve slighting massive 
portions of the population is a boon indeed.
Volunteers for the Senior Companion Program made visits to 
500 Maine residents in 2010, the same year in which the data 
was ascertained. Not only did the program keep 500 citizens from 
having to leave the comfort of their homes, it also gave 500 peo-
ple another connection in the world; one more comrade during a 
time of increasing social disconnect.
Solutions such as these are what the Pine Tree State needs.
The slash-happy mentality simply isn’t the panacea for con-
serving monetary resources, nor should it be the first route taken 
to alleviate an issue that clearly has more creative potential rem-
edies.
Expenses accumulated due to nursing home and assisted living 
referrals cost DHHS grotesque amounts of money each year. Ac-
cording to a January article in the Bangor Daily News, 5 percent 
of MaineCare’s highest-need beneficiaries represent 55 percent 
of MaineCare costs.
And excluding MaineCare, such accommodations often drain 
senior citizens of their life savings and despite attempts to make 
the periods of stay feel as pleasurable as possible, the quarters are 
rather impersonal.
Not only does the Senior Companion Program preserve hard-
earned assets for the elderly, it endorses community in a region 
that can displace its constituents due to rural composition.
We all could use somebody to lean on and, as it turns out, so 
could our bank accounts. Why not satisfy both longings at once 
with innovation and intimacy?
If the Cooperative Extension could save the state $4.6 million 
with 500 people willing to make a connection, imagine what oth-
er programs of similar constitution could conserve.
It has the bargain potential to put even Marden’s to shame. The 
time has come to make more deals using compassion instead of 
blind faith on both personal and state levels.
Not only could we help unburden the state economy by doing 
so, but perhaps make a life better in the process.
Readers speak: Outstanding web commentary
Have an opinion? 
Email it to 
opinion@mainecampus.com.
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“Sustainable communities” is a pretty loaded phrase. 
I mean, what do you say to counter it — “I’m for com-
munities that will soon decay out of existence”?
No, you wouldn’t say that — instead you would attack 
the reasons for thinking the current situation is unsus-
tainable. Eventually you would come up with the pro-
posed solutions — which really I can’t argue with — that 
projects using taxpayer money should be questioned and 
tested.
So we won’t agree on the motivations and the means, 
but I’m pretty sure that we can agree on the ends: We 
would prefer for our communities to continue and, if pos-
sible, improve in quality of life.
Those in favor of sustainable communities say this 
will only happen if we take into account the effects of 
our decisions on the environment and each other in the 
long term.
This is why I say to you, get married and increase your 
community’s sustainability three-fold.
I want to get married. I want the dress, the flowers, the 
sun-filled garden and raucous reception, but I could also 
just throw myself a party to get those things. What I want 
more is the promised stability — and dare I say sustain-
ability — that marriage offers.
I will feel more emotionally secure, I will have less 
stuff (because we will share resources), I will be more fi-
nancially sound and I will be rooted to a place and likely 
start contributing more to my community.
I want to get married for all the same reasons marriage 
is so important to society. It grounds us and makes us 
responsible for our own little fiefdoms.
This is why I truly don’t understand the arguments 
against gay marriage. All the benefits I see of marriage 
are not exclusive to men dating women, nor are the draw-
backs of gay marriage exclusive to them.
Sometimes men and women can’t have children, but 
they are still able to adopt and be productive members of 
society. Sometimes gay marriages fall apart, but the gay 
rights movement certainly didn’t invent threats to mar-
riage like divorce and single parenting, nor are the more 
serious problems of abuse and infidelity new trends.
The straight community is doing a pretty good job of 
messing up marriage all by ourselves.
To defend marriage means to defend what marriage 
means to society. Marriage is stability, commitment, pay-
ing taxes, supporting your community and raising chil-
dren — the capacity to have children is not the same as 
the ability to raise them. I would offer myself as the per-
fect example of someone not currently fit to parent, but I 
would consider myself fit to marry.
All of these same sentiments can and do happen in gay 
relationships.
By allowing gay marriage, we would boost the econ-
omy in Maine.
How could Ogunquit not be the capital of fabulous 
seaside weddings? It has been a homosexual haven since 
the 1800s, after all.
We would encourage more couples to move to and 
stay in Maine if gay marriage were supported. We would 
also support families who already have adopted children 
and give them a sense of stability, and encourage more 
couples to make the commitment and perhaps provide 
children with a home.
I’ll admit the environmental impacts are small, but in 
terms of a community’s social and economic welfare, the 
more white-picket-fence, American-dream families we 
have, the better.
Love is all you need, no matter what form it takes.
Mackenzie Rawcliffe is a graduate student studying 
international affairs and public administration. She is 
the production manager for The Maine Campus.
Political columnist: LePage 
doesn’t make the grade with 
proposed education reforms
 
Last week, Gov. Paul LePage re-
vealed his intention to introduce a 
package of education reform legisla-
tion.
According to the governor, the 
package is intended to improve ac-
cess to quality education, and to gen-
erally improve the quality of instruc-
tion and administration in schools 
across the state by increasing ac-
countability.
LePage also says the package is 
“about the student,” meaning “each 
student gets the education he or she 
wants.”
These are admirable goals and in 
some ways the proposed legislation 
addresses these issues. However, 
there are problems in these bills, and 
the most dangerous shortcomings 
might not be the ones that get the 
most attention.
On the same day the governor and 
Education Commissioner Stephen 
Bowen announced the proposals, 
Chris Galgay, the head of Maine’s 
teachers’ union, decried part of the 
proposal — which would allow state 
money to go to religious schools 
— saying to the Morning Sentinel, 
“These are tax dollars, and I be-
lieve in the separation of church and 
state.”
In the article, Democratic state 
Sen. Justin Alfond of Portland called 
the proposal “another example of 
short-sighted policy that chooses ide-
ology over what’s best for Maine’s 
people.”
Alfond and Galgay shouldn’t waste 
their energy fighting the proposal to 
fund parochial schools. In Lemon v. 
Kurtzman, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that states cannot fund teach-
ers’ salaries at religious schools; in 
Meek v. Pittinger, the Court ruled 
that tax dollars may be spent on text-
books for secular subjects.
As long as LePage’s proposal im-
proves secular education and enforc-
es rigorous standards  — especially 
requiring the teaching of evolution 
— in order to be eligible for state 
money, there are more important is-
sues to be addressed.
Other portions of the reform pro-
posal would implement new stan-
dards for evaluating teachers and 
administrators, mandating the in-
clusion of student performance in 
evaluations and making it easier to 
fire teachers who don’t meet perfor-
mance objectives two years in a row, 
and allow schools to open a number 
of seats to students from other school 
districts.
As reported by Maine’s Majority, 
a group claiming to represent the 61 
percent of Maine voters who didn’t 
vote for LePage in 2010, the teacher 
evaluation and school choice bills 
bear a striking resemblance to model 
bills proposed by the American Leg-
islative Exchange Council, a pro-cor-
porate policy think tank that reaches 
out to members of state government 
across the country and lobbies them 
to implement laws and executive or-
ders favorable to corporate interests.
Part of ALEC’s stated mission is 
“to conduct a policy making program 
that unites members of the public and 
private sectors” to write bills that 
can be advanced in state legislatures 
around the country. While ALEC 
claims to be non-partisan, according 
to ALEC Exposed, 103 of 104 legis-
lators in ALEC leadership positions 
are Republican.
According to the same site, 98 per-
cent of ALEC’s revenues come from 
corporate dues and grants, as well 
as from trade groups and corporate 
foundations. These large organiza-
tions, some of which donate millions 
of dollars to ALEC, benefit from the 
passage of ALEC’s bills, and repre-
sentatives of the companies are on 
the committees that write model leg-
islation.  
While ALEC maintains that cor-
porate members are non-voting and 
that legislative members of ALEC 
write the bills, it seems doubtful that 
corporations would shell out millions 
of dollars without demanding input 
in the bills being proposed.
The bills proposed by Gov. LeP-
age address important issues.
Our school systems are surely not 
perfect, and finding ways to improve 
the quality of instruction is a neces-
sary goal in ensuring the state’s future 
prosperity. With the long-term fiscal 
outlook for government at all levels, 
trying to keep costs down without 
compromising educational quality is 
a smart choice. If we can make struc-
tural changes now, we might avoid 
more painful changes later on.
Unfortunately, despite the gover-
nor’s rhetoric that these reforms put 
students first, it seems more like a 
plan to enact laws in the best interest 
of out-of-state corporations who in-
vested a great deal of money in draft-
ing the legislation.  
If LePage gets these bills passed, 
we may see more ALEC-written bills 
in the future, something that’s not 
good for the state of Maine.
Mike Emery is a fourth-year sociol-
ogy student. His political columns will 
appear every Thursday.
Columnist: Sustainability, 
gay marriage a perfect pair 
Unfortunately, despite the 
governor’s rhetoric that 
these reforms put students 
first, it seems more like 
a plan to enact laws in 
the best interest of out-
of-state corporations.
  MIKE 
 EMERy
Sweatshops broken rung on social ladder, 
elevate the wealthy rather than the workers
On Feb. 6, Justin Lynch wrote an article defending sweat-
shops in the “Third World” because they “have proved to be 
the first rung on the ladder of economic development.”
This model of economic development is flawed in many 
ways.
Lynch insists “it must be noted that the labor conditions 
workers commit to are better than the alternative, which is 
starving in the street.” This “better off” idea has a certain 
logic to it. Under the conditions of large, urban centers in 
which sweatshops are prominent, a sweatshop worker may 
starve without his or her job.
Furthermore, although Lynch does not mention it, sweat-
shop work is also justified under the idea that the workers 
are living better than they did when they were living in rural 
poverty. Again, there is some logic in this argument, as rural 
poverty is inundated with many hardships.
However, the “better off” idea is the same argument 
that was used by slave 
owners to justify keep-
ing their slaves. Slave 
owners in the United 
States defended chal-
lenges to the practice 
of slavery, insisting 
their slaves were “bet-
ter off” living and working for them, as black Africans were 
inferior people, surely unable to survive without enslave-
ment.
I doubt Lynch intended for his argument to be akin to the 
slave-owner argument, but it is nevertheless the same senti-
ment that justifies oppressive situations with a comparison 
to situations that are seemingly even more horrendous.
In the case of sweatshop workers, while it is true that 
alternatives of rural poverty and starvation are abhorrent 
— unlike the alternative suggested by slave owners, which 
was entirely delusional — this completely ignores the real-
ity of suffering that occurs through urban poverty, as well as 
the possibility of alternatives in which people are not inden-
tured to extreme misery.
But this extreme misery will eventually yield to econom-
ic prosperity for these “Third World” nations, according to 
Lynch. Referring to the U.S., he says: “Low wages, minimal 
worker rights and child labor — were present in our nation 
during the Industrial Revolution,” but now we have one of 
the most powerful economies in the world.
However, the connection drawn between deplorable la-
bor conditions and economic development can only be justi-
fied under a model of development that benefits few people, 
defended by them in order to expand their power over others 
and to ensure a state of inequality.
The true reason there are sweatshop factories in “Third 
World” nations is because they allow local capitalists and 
those at the top of the hierarchical structure of multinational 
corporations to vastly increase their profits.
With such wealth, it can be used to lobby politicians to 
further deregulate the economic system, making it even 
easier to exploit vulnerable foreign labor sources through 
free trade agreements established by the politicians. In sum, 
Lynch’s argument that this model of economic development 
helps sweatshop laborers is actually a means of deluding us 
from its true, egregious purposes.
   But what about 
the U.S.? Has this 
model of economic 
development benefit-
ed us? No.
In fact, with this 
type of economic de-
velopment, we see 
American corporations expanding their wealth with the 
aid of politicians, resulting in ever-increasing economic in-
equality that causes millions of Americans to suffer.
What about all of the cheaply priced goods we receive 
from abroad as a result of this model? The idea that this is a 
benefit is a fundamental flaw of this model.
It emphasizes that development is linked solely to money 
and material resources. In turn, when we are conditioned 
under such a model, we neglect the emotional and spiritual 
development needed for true happiness.
Lynch’s argument is just only within a model of econom-
ic development that is extremely flawed. We can and must 
seek a model of development that does not perpetuate suf-
fering, and that is inclusive to ethics and spirituality so we 
can all be truly happy.
Eric Collins is a fourth-year political science student. 
He is a member of the Maine Peace Action Committee.
ERIC COLLINS
The true reason there are sweatshop factories 
in “Third World” nations is because they 
allow local capitalists and those at the top of 
the hierarchical structure of multinational 
corporations to vastly increase their profits.
I want to get married. I 
want the dress, the flowers, 
the sun-filled garden and 
raucous reception. What 
I want even more is the 
promised stability — and, 
dare I say, sustainability 
— that marriage offers.
MACKENzIE RAWCLIffE
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Going
By Derrick Rossignol
Style Editor 
It all started in a cave in 1914, ac-
cording to “The History of The Maine 
Bear,” a publication by Alpha Phi Ome-
ga, now Alpha Delta, from the 1980s.
 On the northeast side of Mount 
Katahdin, an Old Town Indian guide 
named Sebat Nicola kidnapped a baby 
black bear from its den while the moth-
er was away. For one reason or another, 
the bear was named Jeff.
 Either realizing he couldn’t keep the 
bear or knowing it could be more ben-
eficial to somebody else, Nicola gave 
the bear to then-Old Town police chief 
and wild animal collector O.B. Fernan-
dez. In an attempt to help UMaine’s 
struggling football team, Fernandez 
loaned the bear to the school, hoping it 
would bring them luck.
 Jeff made his debut at a pep rally 
before a game at Colby College. The 
crowd wildly cheered as Jeff unexpect-
edly entered the room. As if he knew it 
was his time to shine, Jeff then stood 
on his head, which sent everybody into 
a frenzy.
Despite being expected to be easily 
defeated by Colby, UMaine rallied be-
hind their new mascot — who escorted 
them to the field — and won.
Ever since that season, UMaine’s 
sports teams have been known as the 
Black Bears.
It’s unclear what happened to Jeff 
after that school year, but in 1915, the 
university was presented with a new 
bear by former track and cross-country 
captain Lloyd A. Haughton of the class 
of 1912.
Football coach Art Smith, remem-
bering how lively and animated the 
crowd was at the presentation of the 
original black bear, suggested the new 
Bananas
Photos courtesy of 
Sigma Xi Chapter 
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The PlayStation Vita saw an 
early North American release 
yesterday, but there is a catch.
Although PS Vita is now 
available, it is for a premium 
p r i c e : 
$350 will 
get you 
the PS 
Vita a 
week be-
fore its 
r e g u l a r 
Feb. 22 re-
lease date, 
along with 
a lacklus-
ter game, 
a memory 
card and 
a decent 
case. I don’t understand why 
anyone would pay for this bun-
dle because next week when 
the Vita is formally released, 
$300 will get you a better 
memory card, a free month of 
3G and an unspecified game.
You could also pick up the 
$250 Wi-Fi-only model with 
no accessories. The $300 Wi-Fi 
and 3G bundle seems to be the 
best bang for your buck. Not 
only do you 
get an 8 giga-
byte memory 
card and a 
game, but the 
3G does not 
require a con-
tract, so you 
don’t have to 
pay a monthly 
fee for it and 
you also get 
the GPS fea-
tures from the 3G model.
The PS Vita will also have 
one of the best launches in his-
tory, with over 20 games avail-
able from the get-go. While 
none of these games stick out 
as unique, there are some must-
have titles that seem promis-
ing. With over 20 launches 
titles, chances are you can find 
something you like.
“Uncharted: Golden Abyss” 
is a technical marvel. Graphi-
cally, this game looks leagues 
better than anything we’ve 
ever seen in a portable title. Al-
though the game has a differ-
ent developer from the console 
titles’, the gameplay retains 
the same distinct style. For 
those of you new to the “Un-
charted” series, a perfect mix 
of shooting and platforming 
awaits you.
Touch controls are also 
available but not necessary. 
It’s great to 
not be forced 
into them if 
you don’t like 
them. With the 
PS Vita’s dual 
analog sticks, 
shooting is 
quick and pre-
cise. “Golden 
Abyss” is def-
initely the first 
must-own PS 
Vita title.
“Wipeout 2048” is another 
beautiful-looking title with 
some amazing features. The 
“Wipeout” series is a futuris-
tic, hovercraft racing game but 
“2048” takes a not-so-futuris-
tic approach.
The prequel to past games 
shows the roots of the hover-
craft racing sport. Instead of 
neon tracks, racers will find 
themselves navigating city 
streets. “2048” features cross-
platform play, meaning own-
ers of the game can race own-
ers of the PlayStation 3 game, 
“Wipeout HD.” That feature 
alone is almost enough to war-
rant a purchase — let’s hope 
many PS Vita games feature 
cross-platform play.
“Hot Shots Golf: World 
Invitational” is another series 
PlayStation hardware launches 
go hand-in-hand with. A sur-
prising number of characters, 
courses and customization is 
packed into this game. “World 
Invitational” also features 
turn-based 3G play, which is 
pretty neat. Sadly, turn-based 
games are all we will get with 
3G. The character models look 
stunning and the landscapes 
complement them even more. 
With launch titles looking this 
good, I’m excited to see what 
the PS Vita’s future holds. 
All of these fantastic games 
and many more such as “Mod 
Nation Racers,” “Ultimate Mar-
vel vs. Capcom 3,” “Little Devi-
ants,” “Lumines,” “Army Corps 
of Hell,” “Rayman Origins,” 
“Ninja Gaiden,” and “Dynasty 
Warriors” are launch titles.
It would have been nice to 
have some more original games, 
but most of these already have 
great reviews online. Though 
the PS Vita carries a hefty price 
tag, it’s looking to be one hell 
of a handheld for hardcore gam-
ers.
Column
Insert Coin 
Here
By Alex    
Tranchemontagne
Playstation’s new handheld starts life with 20 launch titles
Sales of Houston’s music 
soar after untimely death
Today’s youth ignorant about icons until tragedy strikes
Photo courtesy of Luca Viscardi (viskas) via Flickr.com
See Bananas on B2
Touch controls are also available but not
necessary. It’s great to not be forced into them 
if you don’t like them. With the PS Vita’s dual 
analog sticks, shooting is quick and precise
As much of the world knows, 
famed R&B singer Whitney 
Houston passed away a few 
days ago.
W h a t 
is taking 
place now 
is a classic 
p o s t h u -
mous sales 
spike. Ac-
c o r d i n g 
to an ar-
ticle from 
R e u t e r s , 
“Whitney: 
The Great-
est Hits,” 
a best-of 
compilation album, has entered 
the Billboard 200 in the top 10, 
selling over 100,000 copies in 
the 24 hours following her un-
timely death.
This phenomenon is noth-
ing new — the same thing hap-
pened in 2009 with Michael 
Jackson, who has sold over 35 
million albums since his pass-
ing. Amy Winehouse’s music 
re-entered the U.K. charts after 
her death last year, too.
Why does everybody feel the 
need to give these classic artists 
a listen only after something 
tragic happens to him or her?
(Just so we’re clear, I’m not 
calling Winehouse a legend 
in any way. Putting out some 
moderately successful music 
and then dying does not grant 
immortality.)
“It’s sad when people dis-
cover an artist this way, but it 
is what happens when an artist 
dies,” said Bill Werde, edito-
rial director of Billboard to Re-
uters.
The saddest part of artists 
acquiring recognition this way 
is the fact that people didn’t al-
ready know about them. I blame 
ignorance about the music that 
molded what’s dominating the 
airwaves today.
During the Grammy Awards 
show a few days ago, Twitter 
was infested with tweets by 
pitifully uninformed girls ask-
ing who the old guy playing 
guitar was. 
That “old guy” was Paul 
McCartney, whose credentials 
I’m not going to explain. If you 
don’t know why he’s signifi-
cant, you’re exactly who I’m 
talking about.
The positive thing about 
these stars of days passed meet-
ing their end is that when young 
people are told these people are 
important, they rush out and 
snatch up their music. Although 
it bothers me tremendously 
when clueless people claim 
they’ve always loved the artist 
and the tragedy just reminded 
them of that, at least it’s mak-
ing the masses recognize great 
music.
I lose some faith in humanity 
whenever this happens because 
I see a bunch of people just then 
realizing Nicki Minaj wasn’t 
the first good musician to grace 
planet. These people who walk 
around with their heads in the 
clouds, play High School Musi-
cal and Bruno Mars on their iP-
ods and claim they love music 
think Led Zeppelin is a failed 
flying machine, Simon & Gar-
funkel is a law firm and B.B. 
King is a high-end pellet gun.
It’s not their fault, though. 
Unless they’re actively seeking 
the information themselves and 
interested in the history of this 
branch of pop culture, there’s 
no way they’ll be filled in on 
what they should know.
Music history isn’t as impor-
tant as knowing about landmark 
Supreme Court cases or when 
major American wars happened, 
See Music on B3
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How I Hear It
By Derrick      
Rossignol
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I have to admit, I am a child 
of the nineties through and 
through.
I was born in 1990 and grew 
up on a 
s t e a d y 
diet of 
R . E . M . , 
Ni rvana , 
No Doubt, 
G r e e n 
Day and 
other in-
f luen t ia l 
acts of 
the grun-
ge and 
pop-punk 
era. When 
I was 
younger, most music from the 
’80s made me cringe.
I couldn’t handle the fact 
that everything was so ridicu-
lously synthetic. The drums 
are often electronic or heavily 
processed and the vocals are 
echoey and inorganic. Synthe-
sizers are often the melodic 
instrument in ‘80s songs, usu-
ally set to sounds that imitate 
existing instruments. Just 
learn to play the damn instru-
ment you want to imitate. 
Now that I am a little 
older, I have learned not to 
make sweeping generaliza-
tions about music from a cer-
tain era. Here are a few tracks 
from the eighties that are true 
masterpieces.
I will begin by naming a 
song that opened the decade 
and paved the way for much 
of the excellent music that 
was later released. U2’s 1983 
album “War” contains a track 
that is still incredibly poignant 
today.
“New Years Day” features 
The Edge’s patented brand of 
guitar delay, but in moderate 
doses. An echo-laden key-
board plays a simple yet un-
forgettable melody that serves 
as the theme for most of the 
song. Steady, simplistic, un-
wavering drums set the pace 
for the tune as it cruises along. 
The chorus’ catchy vocal mel-
ody repeats the phrase, “I will 
be with you again”, showcas-
ing Bono’s famous vocal con-
trol. Many modern acts have 
tried to imitate the sounds pio-
neered by U2 on their break-
out album. “War” has truly 
stood the test of time.
In 1986, Crowded House 
released their self-titled de-
but album, which featured the 
song that would become their 
biggest success. “Don’t Dream 
It’s Over” is a song that many 
know, but few take the time to 
appreciate.
Although the song exhibits 
some stereotypical symptoms 
of ’80s music, like echoing 
drums, the schmaltz is ex-
ecuted in a tasteful way. The 
song is vocal-centric and the 
instrumentation is set up to 
accompany the vocalist per-
fectly. Many composers from 
the ‘80s were guilty of creat-
ing overly cluttered sound-
scapes that left little room for 
a vocalist to shine through. 
Rich harmonies create a 
stunning effect during the 
song’s choruses that lend an-
other dimension to the song. 
The choruses are not marked 
by a great crescendo in instru-
mentation. The vocalists do all 
of the work in creating a stark 
contrast between the verse 
and chorus. “Don’t Dream 
It’s Over” is 
an expertly 
crafted song 
by Crowded 
House.
There is 
one particu-
lar act from 
the ‘80s that 
has been par-
ticularly in-
fluential in 
my musical 
a w a r e n e s s . 
The Police is comprised of 
three incredibly skilled mu-
sicians and songwriters. Al-
though their album “Reggatta 
de Blanc” was released in 
1979, I’m still going to lump 
tracks from that album into 
the ’80s music category. 
“Message in a Bottle” is 
a track that is among The 
Police’s most popular tracks, 
and for good reason. The song 
features the most famous gui-
tar riff played by Andy Sum-
mers. Throughout the song, 
Summers utilizes creative 
techniques like harmonics and 
track layering. 
Stuart Copeland’s mastery 
of percussion is unparalleled. 
Drummers like Carter Beau-
ford of Dave Matthews Band 
have taken cues from Cope-
land. Stuart Copeland is the 
most influential percussion-
ist of his time. Sting’s signa-
ture vocal style ties the entire 
piece together. Many forget it, 
but Sting is also a mean bass 
player. There are no words I 
can say that could possibly do 
justice to such powerful song. 
A l t h o u g h 
the ’80s were 
marked by 
s y n t h e t i c -
s o u n d i n g 
songs, a num-
ber of tracks 
stand out from 
the rest.
So break 
out your old 
LPs, dust off 
your record 
player and en-
joy the ‘80s songs that make 
you nostalgic for the days of 
leather pants and side pony-
tails.
Column
Alternative  
Talk
By Colin Kolmar
Some songs manage to overcome ’80s cheese 
Tunes from U2, Crowded House, The Police standouts in decade filled with electronic drums, over-processed keyboards
I couldn’t handle the fact that everything 
was so ridiculously synthetic. The drums 
are often electronic or heavily processed 
and the vocals are echoey and inorganic
bear be named Bananas. 
Bananas proved to be an 
even more positive influence on 
the school than Jeff. In 1916, 
UMaine’s cross-country team 
won the National Intercollegiate 
Championship. The U.S. Naval 
Academy apparently thought 
Bananas played a big part in the 
success, so much so that they 
asked to borrow the bear for 
their annual Army-Navy foot-
ball game.
Several other bears followed 
Bananas as 
the school’s 
mascot, but 
perhaps none 
were as fa-
mous as Ba-
nanas III. Her 
funny walk 
when she led 
parades, her 
interest in the 
band’s bass drums and her love 
of soda and peanuts made her a 
student favorite.
Bananas III was also a bit 
of a silent film star. Her debut 
came in 1921’s “Rider of the 
King Log” and she went on to 
appear in other films.
 After a total of 14 bear mas-
cots, UMaine’s final live bear, 
Cindy Bananas, died in 1966. 
Due to new restrictions set by 
a Maine court decision, the uni-
versity was no longer allowed 
to keep a live bear.
The school had no mascot 
until Alpha Phi Omega took 
back the Bananas name in 
1969. Alpha Phi Omega brother 
Robert Smullin became the first 
“human bear,” but with great 
power came great responsibil-
ity.
Namely, getting his hands on 
a bear suit.
The first suit was made by 
Drapeau’s Costume Shop in 
Lewiston, and it consisted of a 
head, legs, sweater and actual 
bear paws. Although Smullin’s 
first appearance as the mascot 
was a success, it was clear the 
shabbily assembled suit needed 
improvements.
The suit has undergone many 
changes, including an “infa-
mous Blue Bear,” according to 
Alpha Delta brother Chris Kno-
block.
The Bananas suit that to-
day’s students know and love 
has been in use for about five 
years, Knoblock said. Although 
Bananas is one important fig-
ure, no one person dons the suit 
exclusively.
“There is no one set Ba-
nanas,” Knoblock wrote in an 
email. “In order to be Banan-
as, you must be a full brother 
of the fraternity — that is the 
only qualification, but we never 
compromise on that.”
It’s not always the same 
person when 
Bananas is 
walking in the 
stands at foot-
ball games or 
skating on the 
ice, distribut-
ing T-shirts 
and waving 
flags at hockey 
games, but his 
mannerisms remain consistent 
because the brothers know how 
to act in the suit.
“His personality is very mis-
chievous, but good-natured,” 
Knoblock wrote. “It’s hard to 
see, and all of your movements 
have to be exaggerated. You 
have to be careful when walk-
ing because you can’t see very 
well, which is why a brother al-
ways helps the bear out.”
Much like the former live 
bears had their own personal-
ity quirks, the modern Bananas 
character has his own persona.
“Bananas has his own per-
sonality,” Knoblock wrote. 
“[He] even has his own Twitter 
account and email address. He’s 
a character in his own right — 
he’s evolved as different broth-
ers have portrayed him.”
Whether he’s helping cheer-
leaders or firing crowds up on 
his own, the intensity of the 
games and their atmospheres 
aren’t the only things that get 
heated.
When asked what it’s like 
being dressed up as Bananas, 
Knoblock wrote, “Very, very 
warm.”
Genius is 1 percent inspira-
tion and 99 percent perspira-
tion, and given our mascot’s 
iconic history, it’s hard to call 
him anything less than that. 
The sweat of the Alpha Delta 
brothers in the Bananas suit has 
mixed with the blood and tears 
of our school’s athletes to create 
an athletic tradition unlike any 
other, one that breathes life into 
our school and makes us proud 
to call UMaine the home of the 
Black Bears.
Bananas
from B1
“Bananas has his own personality. [He] even 
has his own Twitter account and email address. 
He’s a character in his own right — he’s evolved 
as different brothers have portrayed him.”
Chris Knoblock
Alpha Delta brother
Microwave
Cuisine
5-Minute Brownie in a Mug
 
4 tbsp flour
4 tbsp sugar
2 tbsp unsweetened cocoa
Dash of salt
2 tbsp vegetable oil
2 tbsp water
1/3 tsp vanilla
 
1. Combine dry ingredients in standard size coffee 
mug.
2. Add oil, water, and vanilla and mix thoroughly.
3. Microwave for 60 to 90 seconds.
4. Let cool and enjoy.
Imitation KfC famous Bowl
 
Instant microwaveable potatoes
Chicken tenders
Can of corn
Cheese
 
1. Microwave potatoes until warm. Time varies 
with quantity.
2. Add corn and chicken tenders to potatoes. Mi-
crowave until hot.
3. Sprinkle cheese on top, let cool and enjoy.
Chicago-Style Hot Dog
 
Hot dog bun
Hot dog
Pickle
Tomato
Onion
Relish
Mustard
 
1. Cut slits in hot dog and microwave until warm.
2. Put in bun and add mustard, relish, slices of pickle, 
tomato, onion. Enjoy.
Photo courtesy of Barbara Cannnela via 
Flickr.com
Photo courtesy of Aranami via Flickr.com
Photo courtesy of Arnold Gatilao 
(arnold inuyaki) via Flickr.com
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By Rich Flora
For The Maine Campus 
If the Valentine’s vibe is still 
lingering, perhaps “The Vow,” 
starring Channing Tatum and 
Rachel McAdams, is the per-
fect way to spend a date night 
with your sweetheart.
Directed by Michael Sucsy, 
“The Vow” presents the inti-
mate story based on real events 
of Leo, played by Tatum, and 
Paige, played by McAdams — 
two newlyweds who have just 
begun their lives together.
After a se-
vere car acci-
dent, Paige is 
left with sub-
stantial brain 
damage. All 
memory of the 
past four years 
of her life is 
lost, leaving 
her thinking 
her husband is 
only her doc-
tor.
The two 
struggle getting 
to know each 
other again, 
with constant 
conflict arising 
from Paige’s uptight parents, 
played by Sam Neill and Jessi-
ca Lange, and made even more 
treacherous by Paige’s ex-fi-
ance Jeremy, played by Scott 
Speedman, whom she has no 
memory of breaking up with.
Leo and Paige work tireless-
ly to make their marriage work. 
They soon discover extreme 
differences and issues that send 
them on a twisting, emotional 
journey. Leo devotes his life to 
finding the Paige he once knew, 
trying to help her remember 
their life together and make her 
fall in love with him again.
“The Vow” performs pre-
cisely as it should — welding 
together both heartbreak and 
romance into an alluring film.
Audiences are flocking to 
“The Vow” for its mass appeal 
in the male and female leads. 
Tatum does a spectacular job 
creating an extremely well-
rounded character. He effec-
tively expresses his emotions 
throughout, while still carrying 
the “boyish charm” that made 
him popular in his past mod-
eling career. It is easy to see 
why Paige would fall in love 
with Leo, and 
that creates 
an undeniable 
amount of em-
pathy from the 
audience.
But McAd-
ams steals the 
show in this 
one. While 
Paige doesn’t 
always act the 
way you want 
her to, Mc-
Adams does a 
fantastic job 
giving her char-
acter a sense 
of warmth and 
strength. While 
she begins to give up the hope 
of ever remembering her life, 
it is evident that McAdams 
displays the internal struggle 
that would actually exist in that 
situation.
If you enjoyed McAdams 
in “The Notebook,” you will 
definitely want to reserve 
some time to view “The Vow” 
with your sweetheart or a few 
friends. McAdams continu-
ally brings forth sincere, emo-
tionally packed performances 
while remaining diverse. These 
characteristics will allow her to 
succeed in future productions.
While “The Vow” doesn’t 
shine in any particular area, the 
overall quality is surprisingly 
decent. The pace of the movie 
is pleasant. The film delivers 
a burst of action at the begin-
ning and then takes steps back 
to build intrigue and allow the 
audience to understand how 
the relationship between the 
two developed. While the be-
ginning feels choppy, the lapse 
is very short-lived and the sto-
ry soon returns to a smoother 
pace.
One of the biggest down-
falls of “The Vow” is the an-
noying voice-overs throughout 
the film. When the accident 
happens, the scene moves into 
slow motion while Tatum’s 
voice comments on the situa-
tion. His narration just seems 
wrong and frankly is annoy-
ing.
While this film does contain 
cliché, predictable moments, 
it is a very welcome story on 
the scene. Since this film is 
based on a true story, the audi-
ence is provided a snapshot of 
the real-life couple who lived 
through this horrendous situ-
ation, which helps make the 
film more realistic and creates 
a buzz of emotion. “The Vow” 
leaves audience members with 
a sense of warmth and happi-
ness.
While “The Vow” is seem-
ingly another typical, sappy 
love movie in theaters in time 
for Valentine’s Day, it truly 
does exceed expectations. Au-
dience members become en-
thralled with the story line, 
making this film an easy and 
enjoyable watch.
By Alex 
Tranchemontagne
For The Maine Campus 
Indie pop band Fun’s catchy 
tunes have gained them an en-
thusiastic audience over the 
last decade.
Fans loved their last effort, 
2009’s “Aim & Ignite.” The 
number of instruments and the 
way they are incorporated into 
each song is mind blowing, 
the production values are top 
notch, and singer Nate Ruess’ 
vocals are a godsend.
Fun is such a unique, quirky 
band; it’s hard not to smile 
while listening to them.
“Some Nights,” the latest 
Fun album, is a different record 
compared to “Aim & Ignite.”
Their newest effort plays it 
safe and seems created with 
the hopes of gaining a larger 
following rather than staying 
true to their essence, which is 
overwhelmingly disappointing. 
When the hit TV show “Glee” 
covered “We Are Young,” 
Ruess’ fan base felt as though 
he was selling out and slapping 
them in the face.
Still, “Some Nights” is a 
smart and interesting album 
that has some great moments, 
if you’re willing to look past 
its shortcomings.  
The record starts off incred-
ibly promising with “Some 
Nights In-
tro.” An eerie 
piano riff be-
gins to devel-
op as Ruess 
sings about 
his heartfelt 
nights. Many 
sounds fill the 
background, 
like operatic 
vocals and 
screams. The song sounds 
like vintage Fun and raises the 
hope that perhaps they haven’t 
strayed too far from the path 
after all.
Lead single “We Are Young” 
is a near-perfect song. The cho-
rus is powerful and the verses 
make listeners feel ready to 
take on the world.
But, what begins as a great 
first half of an album quickly 
takes a turn for the worse.
“It Gets Better” does not 
sound like Fun at all, which 
may or may not be a bad thing. 
This upbeat track uses auto tune 
for some interesting vocal ef-
fects. The song also starts with 
an odd but enjoyable beat.
“Carry On” is way too mel-
low for the chorus to pack the 
punch Fun is capable of. “Why 
Am I The One” is mainly gui-
tar driven and almost sounds 
like a ’90s rock song. The riff 
is not something we’d expect 
from Fun, but, interestingly, 
the melody from “The Lion 
King’s” “Can You Feel The 
Love Tonight” is used in the 
bridge.
These songs aren’t bad, they 
just sound wildly different 
from “Aim & Ignite.” It’s easy 
to admit the songs are nicely 
written, which makes me think 
Ruess should be a producer 
and help write songs for other 
bands while he sings for Fun.
“All Alone” continues the 
trend of not sounding like 
Fun’s past records. The track 
sounds like a hip-hop song 
with elegant beats. It has the 
makings of a single.
Of all the uncharacteris-
tic Fun tunes, “All Alright” is 
a favorite. It is much akin to 
something from “One Repub-
lic,” so it’s an extremely radio-
friendly jam. “All Alright” is 
bound to climb the charts once 
“We Are Young” is no longer 
in the spotlight.
“Out On The Town,” a bo-
nus track, sounds like the old 
Fun and is a great throwback to 
their last album. “One Foot” is 
sure to be a crowd-pleaser live 
with its stomping bass drum 
beat.
On a side 
note, I’m dis-
appointed that 
“What The F-
--” was not in-
cluded on this 
album. The 
song can only 
be heard live 
on YouTube 
and is fantas-
tic.
Although Fun seems to be 
changing, Ruess’ voice is still 
intact and the rest of the band 
can come up with some com-
plex and beautiful music. Some 
fans may be disappointed, but 
“Some Nights” was clearly 
crafted to appeal to a broader 
audience. Whether or not the 
sacrifice was worth it must be 
decided on a case-by-case ba-
sis.
FilM RevieW: 
‘The Vow’
Sappy Valentine’s flick has more substance than expected
CD RevieW: 
Fun, ‘Some Nights’
Indie pop band gives into pursuit of fame, sanitizes sound
Fueled by Ramen
Spyglass Entertainment
Grade: B-
Grade: B
Their newest effort plays it safe and seems 
created with the hopes of gaining a larger 
following rather than staying true to their
essence, which is overwhelmingly disappointing
but it is valuable. Music from a 
certain era is like a time capsule 
that has information about how 
people thought, how they acted 
and how they lived their lives.
Music has always been tied 
to politics as well, whether it 
was Paul Simon, U2, Bruce 
Springsteen or the countless 
other musicians who have tak-
en advantage of their promi-
nent positions in the American 
psyche to get a message out 
or voice support for a political 
candidate.
Since music is such an im-
portant part of American cul-
ture and history, why not teach 
it in high school along with reg-
ular history? Giving it its own 
course might be a bit much, but 
incorporating it into standard 
history classes is extremely rea-
sonable.
Not only would music his-
tory — or let’s say pop culture 
history, more generally — be 
beneficial by itself, but the po-
tential for crossover interest 
into political history is great. If 
a Springsteen fan hears about 
his impassioned arguments 
against war or whatever other 
issue he’s pushing, there’s a de-
cent chance that listener would 
want to know the reasoning be-
hind one of his favorite artist’s 
opinions.
It’s fantastic that people are 
discovering Houston’s music 
after her passing and realizing 
how talented she was. She was 
one of the best pop singers the 
world has ever seen, and with-
out something to bring her back 
into the national spotlight, many 
would still have no idea.
Nonetheless, it pains me that 
some people don’t know about 
music history. I don’t claim to 
be a rock historian, but I’m con-
stantly striving to learn more 
about the world’s most popular 
art form and method of expres-
sion.
While it’s fine that every-
body doesn’t share this thirst 
for knowledge, there are some 
things everybody should know 
without having to do research.
For example, Whitney Hous-
ton was a phenomenal singer.
Music
from B1
Since this film is 
based on a true story, 
the audience is
provided a snapshot 
of the real-life couple 
who lived through 
this horrendous
situation, which helps 
make the film more 
realistic and creates 
a buzz of emotion.
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By Charlie Merritt
For The Maine Campus
Successful sports teams 
create a buzz on the University 
of Maine campus. The football 
team went on a remarkable run 
in the fall that brought life into 
the Black Bears’ fan base.
When considering UMaine 
from an athletic standpoint, 
hockey is the first thing that 
comes to mind and has right-
fully earned that recognition 
after two national champion-
ships and 11 Frozen Four ap-
pearances.
But when the men’s basket-
ball team jumped out to a hot 
start this winter, an America 
East championship and March 
Madness berth seemed like 
real possibilities.
How things have changed.
The team entered confer-
ence play at 6-5, good enough 
for a share of first place in 
America East. Offensive effi-
ciency was the key to the suc-
cess. UMaine led the league 
in almost every team in the 
statistical category, both of-
fensive and defensive.
After a 2-0 start in confer-
ence play, Maine was scor-
ing over 76 points per game, 
shooting the ball at 47 per-
cent from the field, dishing 
out 15.7 assists per game and 
had a turnover margin of plus-
2.38.
After losing three straight 
games and eight of their last 
11, the Black Bears currently 
sit at 11-13 with a 5-8 record 
in conference. The cohesive-
ness from the beginning of the 
season has disappeared.
UMaine is still second in 
scoring overall, averaging 71.2 
points per game, but that av-
erage is boosted from out-of-
conference play, as the Black 
Bears average 66.4 points per 
game in America East games. 
The turnover margin — the 
most telling stat for the Black 
Bears’ performance earlier on 
— has dipped from the previ-
ously mentioned plus-2.38 to 
basically even at plus-.33.
UMaine was lucky enough 
to reel in Canadian freshman 
guard Justin Edwards, whom 
ESPN said may have “slipped 
through the cracks” during re-
cruiting — but Edwards has 
turned the ball over at least 
three times in all but two 
games in America East play.
What went wrong?
Any basketball fan could 
make observations about the 
team’s play. First, UMaine’s 
best scoring threat, senior 
guard Gerald McLemore, has 
to run what seems like 5 miles 
just to get a half-decent look. 
Teams are constantly switch-
ing on screens and bumping 
him off the ball to take him 
off his rhythm. McLemore 
has still been able to average 
17.8 points per game thus far, 
but that is down from his 20.5 
earlier in the season. The shots 
he takes are much tougher and 
have to be created off the drib-
ble at times.
When McLemore hasn’t 
been able to create his own 
shot from the perimeter, the 
offense loses its rhythm as 
they watch McLemore dribble 
at the top of the key until he 
hands it off for a desperation 
3.
Teams have also been dou-
bling down on UMaine’s big 
man, sophomore center Alas-
dair Fraser, who’s currently 
averaging 13.6 points and 7.6 
rebounds per game. Teams 
have been trained to double 
Fraser as soon as he catches 
the ball, taking away his pat-
ented baseline spin move and 
forcing him to make a quick 
pass, something he hasn’t 
been comfortable doing.
The Black Bears have been 
stagnated in their offensive at-
tack, passing the ball around 
the perimeter with limited at-
tainment and showing an in-
ability to consistently attack 
the basket off the dribble. 
Freshman guard Xavier Pol-
lard has provided a spark for 
the Black Bears by getting to 
the rim consistently and fin-
ishing, but his youth and in-
ability to efficiently run the 
offense have limited his min-
utes.
Fortunately for the Black 
Bears, everyone makes the 
America East tournament. For 
a team that has been streaky 
the last couple of years, 
UMaine still has the time to 
turn things around.
The potential is there.
Black Bears can’t find rhythm as struggles continue deep into conference season
Haley Johnston • Photo Editor
The University of Maine men’s basketball team has struggled this 
season after a hot start, going 3-8 in their last 11 games.
Lack of offensive flow, turnovers 
main causes of UMaine’s poor play
If any part of you enjoys the 
NBA, or sports in general, you 
probably know who Jeremy Lin 
is by now.
Due to the dearth of Asian 
American players in the NBA, 
nevertheless Harvard gradu-
ates, Lin’s 
success as a 
point guard 
might be a 
surprise to 
some, but 
his play 
d o e s n ’ t 
s u r p r i s e 
me. He 
does play 
for Mike 
D’An ton i 
after all.
I played backup point guard 
for a Class C high school in 
Maine, and I could come close 
to averaging 12 points and eight 
assists in D’Antoni’s system.
I’m not trying to take any-
thing away from Lin. His play 
over the last six games has 
proved he is a worthy starter 
in the NBA, no matter his alma 
mater or ethnicity. But let’s 
settle down about prematurely 
hailing him as the next great 
point guard — just yet.
D’Antoni has made a living 
by drawing all the potential out 
of a point guard — and then 
some.
He helped turn Steve Nash, 
a two-time All-Star who never 
averaged more than nine as-
sists per game, into a Hall of 
Famer who hasn’t dipped be-
low nine assists since. The rea-
son Nash is still going strong is 
because he’s still implementing 
D’Antoni’s system in Phoenix 
with a different coach.
The facts become clearer 
when you look at the medio-
cre point guards who have had 
career rejuvenations under 
D’Antoni.
When D’Antoni took over 
the New York Knicks in 2008, 
he transformed Chris Duhon 
from a player who never aver-
aged over nine points or five 
assists per game into a player 
averaging 11 points and seven 
assists per game. But since leav-
ing New York, Duhon has aver-
aged no more than four points 
and three assists per game.
In 2010, the Knicks signed 
Raymond Felton from the Char-
lotte Bobcats. Up to that point, 
Felton never topped 15 points 
or eight assists per game, in-
cluding the lowest totals since 
his rookie season the year be-
fore he left for Gotham.
After being introduced to 
D’Antoni’s system, Felton put 
up over 17 points and nine as-
sists per game, both career 
highs. When he was traded to 
the Denver Nuggets 54 games 
into the season, his numbers 
came back to earth, as he scored 
11 points and dished out six as-
sists per game — numbers that 
are consistent with his play this 
season for the Portland Trail-
blazers.
Back to Lin. There’s no de-
nying his numbers are inflated 
by D’Antoni’s system. That 
said, D’Antoni isn’t making the 
passes for Lin or draining the 
last-second 3s. Lin has been 
extremely efficient, shooting 
over 50 percent from the floor 
in each of the last six games 
except for Tuesday night’s win 
at Toronto, though he hit the 
game-winning 3 to make up for 
it.
The place to find the dis-
crepancy in stats for D’Antoni 
point guards is in the pace of 
how the team plays. Pace mea-
sures the number of possessions 
a team has per game. Each 
year D’Antoni has been a head 
coach, his team has been in the 
top 10 for pace. This year, the 
Knicks are third in the league 
in pace, averaging just under 94 
possessions per game.
If Lin played for a team like 
the Detroit Pistons, who rank 
second-to-last in pace with 
88 possessions per game, he 
would probably average closer 
to 12 points and four assists 
per game — numbers compa-
rable to Pistons’ guard Brandon 
Knight.
Does Lin change the fortune 
of the Knicks? He certainly can, 
seeing how the Knickerbock-
ers didn’t have a bigger hole 
in their roster than at the point. 
The only thing they needed 
was a mediocre play from that 
position and the Knicks would 
be able to reclaim the coveted 
back pages.
But they didn’t get just a 
mediocre point guard. They got 
an undrafted point guard who 
was cut by two other teams. 
They got a point guard who 
was from a school known more 
for its lawyers than its ballers. 
They got a point guard from a 
race not known for producing 
star guards. 
While all that seems to mat-
ter off the court, on blogs and 
“talking-head shows,” only one 
thing matters on the court: Just 
Lin, baby.
Knicks guard Lin 
benefiting from 
D’Antoni’s system
Column
By Jesse         
Scardina
the club’s latest news.
“This past weekend, the club 
found kickin’ snow conditions 
in [Aroostook County] where 
they’ve got at least 18 inches of 
base,” he said.
“We put some much-needed 
training time in with a long haul 
21-kilometer race in Limestone 
— we got mega tired — and 
‘skied our hearts out’ at a Valen-
tine’s Day memorial relay sprint 
in Stockholm the next day.”
“The team is really wonder-
ful,” Kelson said. “We go on 
hiking and camping trips, have 
suppers, attend roller-ski races 
and simply enjoy the Maine 
winter.
“Skiing is truly a magical ex-
perience, whether you are trek-
king up a hill or flying across a 
windblown field.”
If you’re interested in learn-
ing more about the UMaine 
Nordic Ski Club, visit their 
website at sites.google.com/
site/umainenordic
Kelson and current club co-
presidents Bondeson and Lau-
ren Turner can be contacted on 
FirstClass.
Ski
from B6
Baseball selected 2nd in America East preseason 
poll
The University of Maine baseball team was select-
ed to finish second in the America East Conference 
behind Stony Brook University. The Black Bears re-
ceived two first-place votes.
Stony Brook, the 2011 regular season America East 
champions were chosen first in the preseason poll, 
finishing with 24 points and four first-place votes. 
UMaine, last year’s AEC tournament champions fin-
ished with 22 points and were followed by the State 
University of New York at Albany with 15 points, 
Binghamton University with 14 points, the Univer-
sity of Hartford with 10 points and the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore County with five points.
The Black Bears return seven starters from last 
year’s squad.
Women’s basketball’s Walczak named Rookie 
of the Week
The University of Maine women’s basketball team 
Danielle Walczak was named the America East Rook-
ie of the Week after averaging over nine points and 
four rebounds against the top-two teams in America 
East. 
Against Boston University, Walczak scored 11 
points to go along with four rebounds before going 
for eight points and five rebounds against the State 
University of New York at Albany.
Softball’s Jean Stevens honored by College 
Sports Madness
Jean Stevens, a sophomore catcher for the Univer-
sity of Maine softball team, was named Player of the 
Week after a stellar weekend in Florida.
Stevens went 6-12 with a double and two home 
runs, both in the opening game against Illinois State 
University.
Men’s basketball falls at Hartford
The University of Maine men’s basketball team 
lost their fourth game in a row, succumbing to the 
University of Hartford 64-50 Wednesday night. 
UMaine falls to 11-14 on the season and 5-9 in 
America East while the Hawks improve to 7-19 and 
7-7 in conference.
Hartford was led by freshman forward Nate Sikma, 
who finished the game with 20 points, five rebounds 
and three assists. Fellow freshman forward Mark 
Nwakamma chimed in with 14 points.
For the Black Bears, only freshman guard Xavier 
Pollard finished with double-digit scoring, with 10 
points. Junior forward Mike Allison added nine points 
and nine rebounds.
As a team, UMaine shot poorly from the floor, 
making 17-46 attempts including 5-17 from 3-point 
range. 
The Hawks, on the other hand, shot over 45 per-
cent from the field and forced 17 UMaine turnovers, 
compared to just nine giveaways by Hartford.
UMaine returns to Orono this Saturday to face 
Marist College in the annual BrackBusters game. 
Tipoff is scheduled for 2 p.m.
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By Joe Sturzl
Staff Reporter
The University of Maine wom-
en’s hockey team is in the home 
stretch of their season, and what 
better way to end it then against 
UMaine’s biggest rival, the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire?
The Black Bears and Wildcats 
will be squaring off this weekend 
in a two-game series at the Alfond 
Arena. This series also holds play-
off implications, as UMaine has 
a chance to advance two places 
in Hockey East and earn a home 
playoff series.
This past weekend’s series 
at Northeastern University pro-
vided a chance to gain points and 
keep pace in Hockey East, but the 
Black Bears were unable to win 
or tie either game, keeping them 
at 20 points. 
In order for the Black Bears 
to jump up in standings, they will 
have to hope Northeastern and the 
University of Connecticut provide 
help by beating the two teams 
ahead of UMaine in the Hockey 
East standings: Providence Col-
lege at 23 points and Boston Uni-
versity at 24 points. UMaine holds 
the tie-breaker with BU.  
Coming off the Northeastern 
losses, head coach Maria Lewis 
said her players have the potential 
to move up in the standings, but 
they must play better to earn the 
higher placing.
“In the past we would have 
just moved forward [coming off a 
loss],” Lewis said, “but I think it’s 
important at this point in the sea-
son they understand that against a 
team like [Northeastern], it’s un-
acceptable to not play your best. 
“We have the potential to 
move up two more spots, but it’s 
highly unlikely with who BU has 
left [to play],” Lewis said. “But if 
the planets align with Providence 
losing, BU losing and us winning, 
we have a chance.” 
Although the playoffs start 
next week, Lewis said her team 
has been in playoff mode for a 
while trying to secure their goal of 
a home-ice playoff game.
“Our playoffs started about 
four weeks ago,” she said.
With UNH coming off a five-
game losing streak and a having 
a comparably younger team than 
UMaine’s, it would seem the 
Black Bears have the advantage. 
But in a UNH-UMaine game, 
anything can happen.
“All bets are off. It’s UNH-
Maine, anything can happen. Ei-
ther way, emotions will be high,” 
Lewis said. “Even though the ri-
valry was born on the men’s side, 
it is strong for both institutions 
in every sport. It’s going to be a 
hard-fought game, and may the 
best team on that particular day 
win.”
This game will also represent 
the last regular-season home game 
for senior Black Bears Melissa 
Gagnon, Danielle Ward, Ashley 
Norum, Myriam Croussette, 
Dominique Goutsis and team cap-
tain Dawn Sullivan. Lewis praised 
their efforts over the years and said 
they mean a lot to the team.
“They’ve meant everything. 
They have been here through 
some tough times. I want nothing 
less than for them to go out on top 
and enjoy success, and leave here 
proud to be a Maine Black Bear,” 
Lewis said. “What they have con-
tributed here is immeasurable, and 
I can’t be more proud of them.”
For this game, UMaine looks 
to play better on defense and get 
their shot count up. Usually being 
ahead of the opposition in shots 
on goal, UMaine was outshot by 
Northeastern 47-19 in Sunday’s 
game. As for offense, they will 
play the way that gave them suc-
cess earlier in the season against 
BU.
“Our d-zone has been more 
lax the past couple games, we’re 
going to have to tighten that up 
a bit. If we do that,” Lewis said. 
“We can control the game. We’re 
just [going to] play UNH straight 
up, we’re not going to do anything 
special.
“I think we’ll probably play 
similar to the way we played 
against BU. Last time we played 
on an Olympic sheet,” she added. 
“This time we’ll be in our own 
barn, and the way we played 
against BU will help us be suc-
cessful this time around.”
The Black Bears and Wildcats 
will meet up on Feb. 18 at 1 p.m. 
and Feb. 19 at 3 p.m. at the Alfond 
Arena.
Haley Johnston • Photo Editor
The University of Maine womenís hockey team hosts a pivotal Hockey East series against the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire.
Showdown with UNH will decide UMaine’s fate
By Clark Shepard
For The Maine Campus
As the University of Maine 
baseball season draws closer, 
here’s a look at what to expect 
from the Black Bears on both 
sides of the diamond:
UMaine figures to return to 
the top ranks in hitting this sea-
son after finishing second to 
Stony Brook University in the 
America East Conference in al-
most every offensive category in 
2011.
The Bears posted a .289 bat-
ting average, but with the loss 
of key players including now-
graduated Joey Martin and MLB 
draftee Taylor Lewis, head coach 
Steve Trimper will now have to 
look elsewhere for big bats.
Junior infielder Michael 
Fransoso returns as the Black 
Bears’ biggest offensive asset, 
having hit .318 last season with a 
team-leading 16 doubles and 19 
stolen bases. UMaine will look 
to utilize the Portsmouth, N.H. 
native’s fast legs in the wake of 
Lewis and Martin’s combined 37 
bag robberies last season.
The bash brothers of senior 
infielder Justin Leisenheimer 
and designated hitter Ian Lei-
senheimer will also be called 
upon to provide big numbers for 
UMaine this season.
Justin returns having led last 
year’s squad in homers with 
eight, along with 25 RBIs and a 
whopping .537 slugging percent-
age. Ian, who started 28 games 
for the Black Bears last year, had 
pairs of home runs and triples, 
and will figure to play an ex-
panded role for this year’s team.
On the mound, which pros-
pered last year under MLB draft 
pick Keith Bilodeau, UMaine 
has plenty to be excited for this 
upcoming season. The Black 
Bears return sophomore reliever 
Shaun Coughlin, who enjoyed 
a breakout rookie season with a 
team-low 2.37 earned run aver-
age to go along with a 34-to-12 
strikeout-to-walk ratio.
Junior right-hander Jef-
frey Gibbs also returns to lead 
the starting core for UMaine. 
Gibbs, a native of Canada, was 
Trimper’s No. 2 option behind 
Bilodeau last year, compiling an 
8-5 record and 69 strikeouts in 
14 starts.
Also returning is junior Ste-
phen Perakslis, who was effec-
tive in his role as the third starter 
last season. In 10 starts, the right-
hander went 6-4, allowing an 
average of 3.52 runs per game, 
along with 55 Ks.
Defensively, UMaine returns 
their entire starting infield, which 
helped to play the second-clean-
est baseball in the conference last 
season behind Stony Brook. The 
Black Bears’ 1,352 putouts also 
placed them narrowly behind 
their SUNY foes.
UMaine kicks off their season 
on Feb. 24 with a 26-game road 
series beginning at Clemson 
University. America East play 
begins April 6 when the Black 
Bears travel to the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore County.
UM offense should 
pick up where last 
season left off
Fransoso, leisenheimer twins lead 
Black Bears baseball at the plate
they don’t win the Hockey East 
tournament.
But Whitehead doesn’t see it 
as clearly.
“It’s too early to say,” White-
head said, commenting about 
the national tournament picture. 
“We’ve been in the national pic-
ture the last two years, right on 
the bubble, and it didn’t happen. 
We’re going to be as thorough as 
we can and not assume anything 
until the last game.” 
And with that, the Black Bears 
aren’t going to assume their 
weekly routine needs to change 
as the season winds down. Prac-
tices will continue to focus on de-
veloping the special teams, work 
with the goaltending and keep 
the secondary scoring strong, 
while scouting the upcoming op-
ponent.
“You got to be careful at this 
point in the year of a burnout 
factor,” Whitehead said. “We’re 
going to continue with the same 
regimen right now, but there’s 
no doubt we tweak things each 
weekend with the different op-
ponents.”
The 17-9-3 Black Bears’ two 
games against the Minutemen 
this Friday and Saturday are 
scheduled for 7 p.m.
Diamond, Flynn, O’Neill 
nominated for Walter Brown 
Award
Three members of the Univer-
sity of Maine men’s hockey team 
were named semifinalists for 
the 2012 Walter Brown Award, 
which recognizes the best Ameri-
can-born college hockey player 
in New England.
Of the 21 nominees, the three 
from UMaine are senior center 
Brian Flynn, senior defender Will 
O’Neill and junior forward Joey 
Diamond. The only other team 
with three nominees is Boston 
College.
Selected by the Gridiron Club 
of Greater Boston, 14 of the 
nominees are from Hockey East 
schools, while six come from the 
Eastern College Athletic Con-
ference and one from Atlantic 
Hockey.
Flynn is second on the Black 
Bears in scoring with 40 points, 
including 14 goals and 26 as-
sists.
“I’m fortunate to have quite 
a bit of points and we’ve all had 
statistically good seasons, so that 
helps,” Flynn said.
Flynn considers it an honor 
it be recognized with his fellow 
teammates.
“It’s obviously nice to be 
recognized for that,” he said. 
“There’s a ton of great players in 
New England, so just to get rec-
ognized with Will and Joey is re-
ally special.”
O’Neill has been one of the 
best offensive defenders this sea-
son, currently third in the country 
for assists by a defender with 24.
“It’s a really big deal,” O’Neill 
said about the nomination. “I’m 
in some great company. This year 
I’ve tried to solidify myself as 
a top player in the league and I 
think I’ve put up good enough 
numbers for me to be recognized 
as a candidate.”
With three prospects from the 
Black Bears represented, O’Neill 
gives credit to the program’s 
prestige.
“It says a lot,” he said. “Coach 
has always recruited the top 
players and he doesn’t just take 
the seconds and thirds from the 
Boston schools, he tries to get 
the best. That says a lot about the 
program.”
Diamond leads the Black 
Bears with 18 goals, good for 
ninth in the country.
“I think it’s an honor. It’s 
very special to be nominated in 
that category,” Diamond said. 
“Maine’s just one of those pro-
grams that’s always had great 
players, along with BC. It’s not a 
surprise. It’s a great honor to be 
playing at Maine.”
Hockey
from B6
Haley Johnston • Photo Editor
Senior center Brian Flynn, junior forward Joey Diamond and senior defender Will O’Neill have been nominated for the Walter Brown 
Award, which honors the best American-born hockey player in New England.
Basketball
from B6
went on a 13-3 run late in the 
second half, to take control of the 
game heading into halftime, up 12 
at 34-22.
After each team continued to 
alternate scores, the Hawks put 
on another run, jumping out to a 
21-point lead after a seven-point 
stretch midway through the sec-
ond half.
The Black Bears fought back, 
working the deficit back down to 
the middle teens, but Hartford was 
too resilient to let UMaine back 
into the game, winning 59-40.
Neither team shot particularly 
well from the floor, with Hartford 
making 38 percent of their shots 
compared to UMaine 37 percent. 
The difference came from the 
abundance of chances the Hawks 
got, gaining 15 more attempts 
than the Black Bears, thanks to 
25 turnovers forced. Hartford also 
held a 12-5 advantage on the of-
fensive glass and shot well from 
the free-throw line, going 17-20.
“I thought our rebounding was 
very bad, especially in the first 
half,” Barron said.
Freshman forward Danielle 
Walczak led UMaine with 11 
points in 31 minutes to go with 
five rebounds, a block and a steal.
“[Hartford] was strong and 
physical, but we knew that com-
ing into the game,” Walczak said. 
“We were ready to be rough.”
Star senior forward Samantha 
Baranowski played sparingly be-
cause of the stomach flu.
“It wasn’t worth keeping her 
out there,” Barron said. 
Junior forward Ruthanne 
Doherty led the Hawks with 19 
points, four rebounds and six 
steals. Junior forward Nikkia 
Smith added 10 points and seven 
rebounds in the win.
Team raises $10,000,  Barron 
shaves head
Heading into the contest with 
Hartford, the Black Bears goal 
— other than to win — was to 
raise $10,000 for the Kay Yow 
Cancer Fund. While they couldn’t 
get the W, they got the donations 
and Barron was good on his word, 
getting his locks shaved off at cen-
ter court.
“There are a lot of people to 
thank. It is very encouraging,” 
Barron said of the money raised. 
“It took me a second to switch 
gears. I want to win so badly, not 
just for me but for them. I had to 
switch the gears and realize that as 
frustrating as it might’ve been, we 
just did a lot of great things for a 
great cause. 
“I hope we get and deserve a 
lot of great attention for that.”
Barron was pleased with meet-
ing the lofty goal with such a 
short amount of time to raise the 
money.
“A lot of people said that there 
was no way we were going to raise 
$10,000,” Barron said. “It was 
amazing how far we came in such 
a short period of time. I really am 
proud of that. For the team, for the 
program, and that I kept my word. 
We might have to step it up if we 
do it again.”
Walczak agreed, noting that it 
was great to raise the money for 
a good cause. As for the hair, she 
thinks her coach can pull it off.
“I like it,” Walczak said with a 
chuckle. “It looks good.”
Emily Hodgdon contributed to 
this report.
By Jesse Scardina
Sports Editor
The University of Maine 
women’s basketball team were 
done in by turnovers and lack of 
offensive rebounds Wednesday 
night, when the University of 
Hartford came to town and beat 
the Black Bears 59-40.
UMaine falls to 6-20 on the 
season and 3-10 in America East. 
Hartford improves to 17-10 and 
8-5 in conference.
“I was very frustrated with our 
performance today,” said UMaine 
head coach Richard Barron. “I felt 
better going into this game with 
our preparation. I give [Hartford] 
credit, but I still see a lot of mis-
takes well within our control.”
The Black Bears grabbed the 
early lead with a 3 by senior guard 
Brittany Williams. 
The two teams traded buck-
ets until the Hawks jumped out 
to a six-point lead 5 minutes into 
the first half. After a timeout by 
UMaine head coach Richard Bar-
ron, freshman guard Rebecca 
Knight cut Hartford’s lead to 
four.
The Black Bears cut the defi-
cit down to two before Hartford 
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“Just to get recognized with Will [O’Neill] and Joey [Diamond] is really special.”
UMaine men’s hockey senior center Brian Flynn 
By Jesse Scardina
Sports Editor
With just three weeks left 
in the regular season, the Uni-
versity of Maine men’s hockey 
team controls their own destiny. 
The Black Bears have three of 
their last five games at home, 
and all five are against oppo-
nents with sub-.500 records.
This weekend in particular, 
UMaine controls its fate. And 
they’ll have the Alfond Arena 
crowd behind them.
The Black Bears are pitted 
against the 10-13-5 University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst, 
while the top four Hockey East 
teams are playing each other, 
vying for home ice: Merrimack 
College plays Boston College, 
while Boston University will 
tangle with the University of 
Massachusetts-Lowell.
As it stands, the River 
Hawks are first in conference 
with 28 points, followed with a 
tie for second by the two Boston 
squads and a tie for fourth be-
tween Merrimack and UMaine.
“The later you get in the sea-
son, the more magnified each 
game is, and this is a good ex-
ample of that,” said UMaine head 
coach Tim Whitehead. “We’re 
fortunate this weekend to be in 
a situation where the other four 
top teams are playing each other 
and we have an opportunity to 
advance if we can get some vic-
tories, but we know how difficult 
that will be.”
The Black Bears are coming 
off a weekend where they split 
a set of games against unranked 
Providence College and No. 7 
UMass-Lowell — falling to the 
12-14-2 Friars but beating the 
19-8 River Hawks.
The results may have sur-
prised most, but not Whitehead.
“Just from experience I wasn’t 
that surprised,” Whitehead said. 
“I knew Providence would come 
out flying after losing two [games] 
and losing the last two against us 
and them being at home — there 
were a lot of reasons I was wor-
ried about that game. We had a 
good gut feeling we would come 
back strong. [UMass-Lowell] 
had a big victory the night before, 
we just had a lost, so I had a good 
feeling we’d play well.”
The Black Bears did just that. 
Led by sophomore goalie Dan 
Sullivan and his 35 saves on 36 
shots, the Black Bears stifled an 
offense ranked sixth in the coun-
try.
Junior forward Joey Diamond 
returned to the ice after taking a 
weekend off to nurse a hip in-
jury. Diamond played on the sec-
ond line in Friday night’s loss to 
Providence, just to regain some 
conditioning before his return to 
the top line the following night.
“We just didn’t know how 
much ice time he would be able 
to log,” Whitehead said of Di-
amond’s reserved practice over 
the last three weeks. “We knew 
we wanted him in the lineup to 
get his feet wet. He was rusty in 
the first period but he really im-
proved in the second half of the 
game. He was very hungry to 
play and was smart managing his 
ice time because his conditioning 
wasn’t at 100 percent.”
Diamond said he felt good af-
ter the weekend play and is ready 
to return to practice full-time.
“I feel great, I’m ready to go,” 
he said. “I’ll be at full participa-
tion in practice and try to keep it 
rolling from here.”
The Black Bears welcome 
the Minutemen to Alfond Are-
na this weekend. The last time 
UMaine played UMass was in 
late December at the Florida Col-
lege Classic, beating them in the 
championship. In Hockey East 
play the two teams met in Am-
herst in November, playing out a 
2-2 tie.
That contest halted the Black 
Bears’ four-game losing streak 
— their longest of the season 
— and began a 14-3-2 stretch. 
The Minutemen have gone 6-
9-2 since the November meet-
ing, while UMaine has steadily 
climbed the national rankings.
Although it seemed unlikely 
in November, the Black Bears 
have an inside track for a spot in 
the National tournament, even if 
Black Bears host Minutemen 
in pivotal Hockey east series
UMaine controls tournament destiny as other top teams tango with each other
Haley Johnston • Photo Editor
The University of Maine menís hockey team welcomes Hockey East foe the University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst this Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.
UMaine ski team 
continues on as 
snow ceases
See Hockey on B5
Black Bears 
fall to Hartford 
in annual 
Play4Kay game
By Liam Nee
For The Maine Campus
There has been little to no 
complaining about this year’s 
winter — if you can even call 
it that.
This abnormal weather has 
actually helped many of the 
University of Maine’s ath-
letic teams, who are generally 
locked up indoors during this 
time of year to avoid harsh 
conditions.
Many say this winter has 
been perfect. The UMaine 
Nordic Ski Club begs to dif-
fer.
The UMaine Nordic Ski 
Club faces a great obstacle 
this year — as you can prob-
ably imagine — with the ab-
sence of snow.
Current member, former 
three-year club president and 
UMaine cross-country and 
track and field senior Mary-
Beth Kelson said, “This year 
has posed a unique challenge 
for our team.
“Snowfall in Orono has 
always been limited, but this 
year, it has been nonexistent.”
The club’s training has con-
sisted of an extended dry-land 
season with running, lifting 
and roller-skating.
“The skiing on campus this 
year is restricted, resulting in 
a lot of field-skiing, which is 
less than ideal,” Kelson said. 
“It is funny how much we sac-
rifice for the sport we love.”
UMaine student and cur-
rent club co-president Finn 
Bondeson explained many of 
the difficulties the club has 
faced this season.
“If you saw 
some guy ski-
ing around the 
UMaine track an 
ungodly amount 
of times, don’t 
worry about his 
sanity,” Bond-
eson said. “A 
die-hard skier 
will do almost 
anything to re-
sist running in 
the winter.”
B o n d e s o n 
said he ran for 
the first time in 
his life on Jan. 
9.
There is no 
shortage of fac-
tors barring skiers from train-
ing this winter — apparently 
ice crusts as thin as a half-inch 
can snap carbon fiber ski poles 
in half.
“Yeah, it really rots to not 
have snow, but I make do — 
this includes scouting around 
for any and all trails within a 
15-minute radius of campus, 
and I’d usually find an inch 
or two to glide on,” Bondeson 
said. “I have surprisingly av-
eraged four to five skis per 
week.”
The Caribou Bog Ski 
Trails, located inside the New-
man Hill area of Orono, have 
served as a proximal alterna-
tive for on-campus training 
instead of the flat trails main-
tained by the university’s De-
Meritt Forest Trail System.
“In the past week, the Cari-
bou Bog trails have been de-
cent for skate skiing,” Bond-
eson said. “Jumping around 
rocks and roots is better than 
not skiing at all.”
The club competes as part 
of the Reynolds division under 
the United States Collegiate 
Ski and Snowboard Associa-
tion (USCSA).
Of the three most northeast-
ern NCAA Division I public 
university athletic programs in 
the nation — the University of 
Maine, the University of New 
Hampshire and the University 
of Vermont — UMaine is the 
only one without a recognized 
ski and/or snowboard team.
Both UNH and UVM com-
pete within the Eastern In-
tercollegiate Ski Association 
(EISA) along with three other 
Maine colleges: Bates Col-
lege, Bowdoin College and 
Colby College.
Three other America East 
schools have club programs 
similar to the UMaine Nordic 
Ski Club. The State University 
of New York at Albany, Bing-
hamton University and Boston 
University all compete within 
the USCSA as part of the Mid-
east and Eastern conferences, 
respectively.
Kelson said the Reynolds 
division is fairly small, con-
sisting primarily of UMaine, 
the University of Maine at 
Farmington and Bates’ B-
team.
“Honestly, I enjoy the fact 
that [we compete in] a small 
division,” Kelson said. “We 
have a wide variety of abili-
ties, ranging from beginners 
to junior Olympians, and 
races are always a mass start, 
[with both] boys and girls, so 
the race really comes down to 
what you make of it.”
The club does not have a 
coach, unlike all of UMaine’s 
recognized athletic programs, 
but that doesn’t stop them from 
raising funds or maintaining a 
consistent training regimen. 
A bottle drive is carried out 
annually along with helping 
dues from those who wish to 
compete. A race is also hosted 
on campus to raise money for 
and awareness of the club.
“[Not having a coach] 
makes organiz-
ing things dif-
ficult, however, 
we do the best 
with what we 
have and it typi-
cally turns into 
an adventure,” 
Kelson said. 
“Student Gov-
ernment has also 
done a wonder-
ful job helping to 
make our team a 
success.”
A typical in-
season weekend 
for the UMaine 
Nordic Ski Club 
includes three 
races — a 5-ki-
lometer race in the morning, 
a 2-kilometer sprint in the 
afternoon and a longer race, 
around 15 kilometers, the fol-
lowing day. “Carnivals” to 
Nordic skiing are “meets” to 
track and field.
The club races throughout 
Maine in territories that are 
familiar to avid outdoorsmen 
and women across the state.
Venues such as Sugarloaf 
in Carrabassett Valley, Black 
Mountain of Maine in Rum-
ford, Sunday River in Ne-
wry, Titcomb Mountain in 
Farmington and Maine Win-
ter Sports Center (MWSC) in 
Presque Isle and Fort Kent are 
used for competition. Region-
al championships are held at 
Ethan Allen Biathlon Center 
in Jericho, Vt.
According to Kelson, re-
gionals prove to be a more 
competitive atmosphere with 
schools such as Clarkson Uni-
versity, Cornell University 
and Paul Smith’s College of 
N.Y., Harvard University and 
Wellesley College of Mass., 
and the United States Military 
Academy at West Point at-
tending.
USCSA Nationals are held 
on alternating coasts each year 
and will be held in Maine this 
year at Sunday River.
Bondeson commented on 
See Ski on B4
“Snowfall in Orono 
has always been 
limited, but this 
year, it has been 
nonexistent.”
MaryBeth Kelson
Club president
UMaine Nordic Ski Club
“The later you get in the season, the 
more magnified each game is, and 
this is a good example of that.”
Tim Whitehead
Head coach
UMaine men’s hockey
Women’s basketball raises over $10,000 for cancer research; Barron shaves head
Haley Johnston • Photo Editor
After his team raised his goal of $10,000 for cancer research, 
women’s basketball coach Richard Barron had his head shaved.
See Basketball on B5
Haley Johnston • Photo Editor
Guard Ashleigh Roberts and the University of Maine women’s basket-
ball team fell 59-40 to the University of Hartford Wednesday night.
